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We live todey in a world eberacterized by uncertainty, 
confusion and uneasy tranaition, Mejor trends, euch as the dew 
pression, the war, technological progress end the urbanisation 
of our sopeta bien, have profoundly affected our goclal, economie 
eng educational philosophies, For better or for worse, there are 
trends which seem to indicate thet the traditional power of 
authority is on the wene. The howe y the church and the community 
do not appear to exercise the same influence over men's thinking 
that they did in the past. Freeple heave a right te leck te 
kducation for guidance in thie erisis, bul the schools themselves 
ere uncertain and cenfused, They heve faithfully refleeted the 
confusion of outside influences. | 
| Todey, we find thet increaaing dewenie ere boing made 
oh Our schucle~—demends that traditionally were wet by the hone 
end the church, There ie a grave denger that, in ettemoting to 
mect these increasing dewende,cur school eyetes mey become too 
guabersess, too complex, ani merely meintein the external con~ 
fusion shich we timc every where about ua, The cunbersomenesa 
of our present ayetem iz due to the methods of weoting the if 
Greasing outeide demenda. A demend for music or drawatice is 
met by the simple expedient of edcing & new subject and «6 new 
tezcher, Our curriculus st the p»vegent time containg a he- 
wildering variety of more or lese unrelated "aubjects"®. We are 
proposing to edd another "subject", newely Political Leonomy, 


to cur alresdy overcrowded "eore" curriculum. In view of the 
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current complexity of subjeets, it is oieney te justify 
this inclusion; we will attempt to do this in Seetion 2, 

Historically, the Glaselcal educator fought the in- 
filtration of ecilence, “hile thie anteagonliem hes forwally 
disappeared, many of our teachers heave not ecopted the apirit 
of the chenge in their own personel educutionel philosophy, 
Aeared in old traditions and feariag chenge, they have never 
really adopted the s¢lentific ettitucde in their thinking, This 
is apperent both in their persons] Life,and in their clapsroom 
techniques and procedures, They pave discovered that experiment 
ami testing congtitute e somewhat ungoniorteble enviroment in 
whieh to shout dogeatic trutes eno edicts, Like the Lotos 
heaters, they prefer to dream, rether then face reslity. 

Heve we unneceseary subject: on our curriculue? ‘thich 
ones shell we omit? iInteregte outelde of cur schowle have exer~ 
Gised a very protective attitude to the curriculum, We hawe 
mensged to accumulate tarough the peers a fairiy 4efinlte oeitern 

of stereotypes ond shibboleths, and eny attempt te question or 
| modify them is frowned on by organized einority groups. Woral 
and religious stanéerds must be protected sgeinet the apperent 
implicetions of the neturai sciences emi peyehology. 


Ge ere not encouraged to criticize our loesl forme of 


government or our current economic order, There is the tundency 
to encourage "broad" discussion, provided that we de mot discuss 


"aetusl ceases", txpediency ia repiacing sincerity in relative 
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B. 
importance, We bemoan the incrosse in unemployment, end various 
organisations devote much time amd woney to aid im the alleviation 
of the distruse caused by it; the schools are encoureged to help 
in this, ie don't wacte much time however, #ither in our echools 
or gociel institutions, in attempting to discover the basie 
Ceuses of unemployment, Ge call ourceives & democracy, but it le 
open to question as to whether we encourege our best brains to 
take the reaponebbility for eitier education or government, In 
gus schools, we pey iip-service to the exiom thet coople should 
regulate their pergonal activities in accordance with their own 
intelligence end conecience, bul we “grow very earm under the 
Gollar® when pacifists refuse te fight for King and country. We 
pend en expedition of 4, 


000 men to the Antepetie at great ecat; 
| have we attempted similar research with reepect . coal or Labour 
relations? 

Hhet is the Sumcemental wim of our educetionsl system? 
Var educational system should attempt two funcmmenteal thinge:~- 
First, to encourage the studente te develon & working philesoohy 
ea iife, ami eecond, to attempt to develo: im our studenta the 
aciontific metaca ef thought, Une can only develop e prectical 
philosophy of life by direct contect end observance of living, 
Gur seboole gust cease to be "ideal" communities, ami athenoh te 
be "real" communities, uhere students will get practice in co- 


operation emi self«covernment,in group and personal responsibility 


They must learn somehow to apply intelligence te difficulties, 
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and to edept the empirical method of philesophic reeroning, 
"The Way of life" in the school should not be euch that a pey- 
ehologicel shock is experienced when the transitien to post. 
s¢hool life takes place, A course Am: Sowa haonowien could be 
of value here, @hen people gain some ingight inte the processes 
by «hich man provides himewlf with food, clothing snd shelter, 
they will then cease to be complete etrengere to their environ- 
ment, True, in the past, we heve talked glibly in our achoole 
about eguelity of economic opportunity, about our Canedien way 
of life, about the value of our economic individuslieom, but any 
objective amsiysio of economic theury whnleb aha not agree «ith 
these mesningless pietituies hee been consciously and siucdiously 
avoided, ie should heve some loyalty for the bast, but it should 
not include blind opposition {© Beturel emi ineviteble secial 
ehenge, nor should it preclude en objective enslysia of our exiet~ 
ing sceial and economic institutiones. our schools wet become 
more sensitive te the need and duty for re-examining, oritically 
end inteliigentiy, many of cur so-called mational treditions end 
beliefs, se muet bring life into the classroom; thet ie the only 
fruitful soil for the devwlopeent of a workable philosophy of 
living. | 

What life ehould we bring into the clesercom? Ye must 
bring concrete facts concerning the femily, industry, religion, 
business, politics and science inte the classroom, “e are not 


teaching the besie blolegical fects of sexy; we hawe been forced 
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5. 
te be neutrel in our religious beliefs, and to the social and 


political issues of the day, Too frequently the senoo] has been 
the victim of special pressure groups, or of paseing intellectual 
feds, but too little hae been done to form a bagiec and individuel 
philosophy of life, and the set remult bes been the formetion in 
our schools of an apathetic cynicles towerd actual conditions, 
Any educational philosophy should heve ite roote in « related 
sociel philosophy, end whieges our educational theories have re- 
ference to the social and economic issues of our dey ~ to - day - 
living, then that particulier educational sud teeeghy connect possess 
much reality, If we atiemot to fece ectuel conditions in cur 
classrooms, we need heve little fear thet the electorate will 
vote for a curtalisent of educations] services, The basie reason 
thet pecgie bave done thie in the sact, hae been because, in 

> certain thet 


theix inner consciousness, they have not been te 
the schools were really sorth while. Depressions: anc consequent 
Unewployaont have undermined educational elws in the past; eo the 
educator has the right, nay the duty, te gomeern hinself about 
the fectore affecting him end the echool, : 

“Industriel end finameiel chenges during the past 50 
yeors heve caused sue uneasiness im cur educational thinking. je 
have taught our youth to regerd the wen who hac ecuulred great 
materiel wealth ec « pernon to be emulated, se have frequently 
he@ to stretch our morel values to waxe tals neterial reward just 
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and proper, but we somehow managed to justify it, if not to the 


sennans wees iors 


satisfaction of our conscience, x Stef 
Sones, oat leant to the setiefection of our listeners, 
is aie nanan, industrialisation hae forced chenges in our 
educational and social thinking. Science and technology have 
given us war and chronie imsccurity, have exeggernmtui the im 
portence of money and business; we have becowe materielietic 
rather then cultural in our aims end veluee, Ye have tried to 
teach the children the importance of working fer themselves; heave 
we beon as successful in teaching them to work collectively? 
Probably more people im Comace today are thoughtfully critical 
than ever before, but much of thie critical attitude seeme to 
have little social signifiesnce, Tuere ie an apathy im partiei~ 
pating in cirect action--a tendency to say, "Uh what ie the uee; 
abet we think will mase no real difference", 

& greet deal of our private thinking has been construcke 
ive ond progressive, but when translated inte group action has 
been mesninglees. Much of our social end intellectusl thought in 
the formel and overt cones has been dewinetad by ontworn traditions 
anc conventions and by ideas deliberately propagencized by demin- 
ent financial power groups. Be gee Dropegencs emphasizing the 
feet the U. BH. can never work sutcessfuliy. If groups attempt to 
develop collective methods, it is called regimentstion--there 


eppeare to be a prejudiced distrust of "planning* ae an aid in 
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7% 
controlling social conditions, 

The schoole beve elied, sometimes unconsciously, in the 
weintenance of outwornm social beliels. %¢ bave been on inventive 
people, but our inventiveness bas bees pretiy well confined to 
physicel moatiers; in social matters we bove not been too effective, 
#6 have failed to develop any serieug conviction of personel aocial 
peapensibality, fe fing too many people developing pessimiem and 
oyuicliem about the democratic methcd, uot anly im its application 
to government, but elise os @ principle in seeial and economic re~ 
lations, ‘ith qur centrei control of Pinsnce end business, political 
democracy to gany thinking people bas too often become the subject 
of idle and thoughtless jeet, The echoolea must take thely sbare 
of resonsibility for this state ef affeira, for they have been the 
pendwsidens of our existing social sytem, end heave very feithfelliy 


repeated the traditionel theoretical truths, without attempting te 
test their validity on the basle of controlled goclel experiment, 
or on the basis of & shilosephy of life. 

Ae steted in en eurlier peregraph, cur educational syectes 
should ettempt two fumiamental tningss~ to develap & working | 
philesophy of life, ami second, to dewelep the selentifie methed 
ef thought. @e have etiompted te scutline geome of the difficulties 
ana defecie of our educations] ana social cutloek shich make the 
fcreation of @ philosophy of life & genuine problem, A&A word now 
about the scientific method of thinking. ‘lence is & methedja 


method of enquiry, of potential discovery, of bypethwsis, of ob 
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8. 
jective teuting, o procedure where concluelons are reached only 
after painstaking experiment ond observation, Yet to many poople 
science continues to be remote and esoteric, something eae systice) 
as the Theory of Relativity cr the atomic bomb, The scientific 
method hae been used guccessaiuily in the laboratory, but it hee 
mot bad too much comtect with ecelal living conditions, Selenbietes 
ami tenchers alike have contributed te tule lace of cerry-ovwer into 
the social field, They fight treditions in the leboratery, but 
of treditics sad dogma in 


aeem to accept passively the seme type 


the sociel fleld, im the laboratory scientists tuke plemned eon- 
trol and intelligent inventivenses for gremted; yet indivicusle 


who pureue this seme method in social thinking are termed dangerous | 


radicals, Businegemen have fullen inte the seme error, Experiment 


ia tee heart of the scientific setnod 


5 yet businegs accepte ex- 


periment only if it show on the "black ink” «: 


de of the ledger, 
ihe publicity, the ge-cperativeness, ana the demon trae sharing 
of the genuine scientific method are conspleucus by thelr ebsence 
in the business and economic field. 


Ye must ieara to use oclence and tecunology for aseful 


go¢lal ends. The scientists have selnveined thelr own gotletise, 


published their own maguzines; taey have boon o world apart, 
quite oblivious te the people telen them, He ep eer te be develop~ | 
dug em intellectual feudelien, The nvevaes eltisen or etudent 

woaey cennet apeak intelligently about the scientific age, nor can 


he criticise 4% Gonetructively., The gulf between nim enc those 
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Bs 
who understand it is too great, Yet he in tied to thie science 
inesceapably, and the penalty for forgetting thet fact ie the same 
as the ponality for the feudal serfdexth, There ore many today 
whe still feel that the wachine has brought only soclel mleery 
and ingecurity, Surely this aust be & peaolmistia philosepiy, 
It is the unwillingness of the human mind te bleume iteelf for per~ 
wmittiing the socio-economic syetem to get out of control. Potent 
dally our economy is capable of giving us security on en siequete 
material bagis, This is trite, enc has bewn repeated ad neusent. 
But the fect etill exiets. se gen develep a worthwhile culture, 
bat it must heve the security of a solid econemiec base, Te mart 


| develop a common denominator in our educations] emi eocisl Life-« 


nomely experimental planning end intelligent inquiry, Our veluse 
may Reod reorgenizing. “o gust cevelop social security; w« wast 
develop s genuine busie for world peece; we muet develop group 
and personal responsibility; se must learn to think anc work co~ 
operctively, Toese ere not absolute truths; they are scientific 
and social bypotieses, end must be tested and experimented with, 
Lat we welcome the testing with open winds. One ef the reel 
hopes ei the future lies in controlled social experiment. 
Education G26 do much here, by opening to the ming of the stucent 
@ Soneideration of seciel materials, end by giving biw « genuine 
‘eppertunity to examine all frets on e beale ef objective enquiry 
ani oriticien. 
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With this as & bacis, some philosophy of life muet per- 
force show signs of development, In this direction lies o sorking 
hope for education, Not # preconceived philosophy; not » leying 
down of abstract precepts, with the adwonition, Mfhie ie the way 
or path you must follow", but an opportumity for seth individual 
to develop hie own ghiiosophy of life, with the aid of the 
scientific approach, But you sey, "Ye will develop a million 
different philosophies of life", Certainly we will, enc ao vhst? 


Gut of scientific thinking about real materials wlll develop meny 


common interests and solutions for probleses, ena perhepa some of 
the chenges asked for in the paragraph ehewe will come te pene. 
Let us hepe that such wlll be the ease, 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF FUPMAL ECONOMIC STUDY, AND 


WEY IT Sh0UL2 Be TSCLUDED IN The ELGH OGHOOL 


CURRICULUM, 


| Ll. 
The Importance of the Study of Leonowics to the 
Individual, in bis relationship to: 
(a) Himself 
(bo) Canede as a Whole — 
(¢) Potential #orld Citisenship 
Let ue greface our remarke on the deteile of the above 
three gsub-divisions by eteting that epproxiaately 95% of our 
- gtudents do not attend University, end thut Adult Eduestion in 
this Province hes not ag yet reached the stage of development, 
whers it can be considered ae en edequaie followeup to secondary 


deonomie Study to the Individual 


Here we will concentrete particuierly om whet base come 


to be known es “Consumer Economiesn®, Wide and comprehensive 


eurveys have indleated that people tend to spend a 


aney on the 


tninge which ere of basic importance to them, In income groups 


ranging from 9500.00 to 910,000.00, shiek includes 962 of all 


indivicuale in Ganade, it would appear to be conclusively groven, 


taat peopie spemi thelr money in the following order of imsortence:~ 


food, clotaing and shelter, end further, considering el] incomes, 


that these three items comprize sbout 60% of the tote] national 

Sioa 
We axe told that we do not live by breed alone: but 

jnteliigent thinking and living without breed is surely 2 dream 


sumer en the Leomoweie 


~ ({L) Waite & Cassidy: The Cat 
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1a. 

and a mirage; and breed «xithout intelligent wociel behavior ean 
be but 6 regression to the animal stage of our existence. Poorly 
plenned consumption will proauce persons lese vigorous and in~ 
telligent than does well-plamed ecconsumption, Moreover these 
attecte wili be cumulative, fer not only will better conaum:tion 
result in better individuals, but elseo these individuels, be- 
eauge of thelr greater physical etrengti and foresight, will 
usually provide a similer or better sonviroemeat for their own 
children, and these children in turn will carry 11 om, Se spend 
a great deal of time in considering our productive equipment; 
gurely it is time thet we geve pore then paceing siiontion te 
our humen equipment, True, we conduct numerous surveys, bat 
these are about as valuable gs a handful ef reinweter in the 
tropics, upless the underlying truthe end sonelusions are carried 
back to the individual to be learned by him im « orectical end 
thoughtful monner, 

Basiceily, woe are all consumers, Capiteliste, leborera, 


Catholles, Protestents, French-Genadiens, Huselens, Tecnocerate, 


Socialists, Negrees and Jews, al] heve this in common, Soectines 
it would appear that thie is the only cenominater they do possess 


an common! Is our level of consumption adequate for the bulk of 


eur pepuliation? Irrespective of our political ties, ef our re+ 
ligion or netionslity, e must realise thet the level of con- 
gumption, in Alberta, in Cansde,in the worl’ ae & whole, ia not 
yet bigh enough. If the level is low, whet ie our duty se 
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1g, 
ecnsumers? Incurable romenticy may bury their heeds im the 
philosophic sande; selfieh thinkers maey maintoln thet the foul 
lies with the inate stupidity of the people themselves. Irrep- 
pective cf cause, our consumption stenderds in the world today 
aré low and inadeguste for the great masse of the people, het 
is the solution? 

We must increase our tote] volume of production and must 


attempt to determine what the terns consumption 


and cousungtion 
standards really meen, We are being consistentiy led astrey to-~ 
dey, &8 consumers, by meny extravegent eolitical promises and 
nostruma, lLvery person with « pen and om idea, hes en answer to 
our economic ilies: teo litile money; too such money; Levelling 
incomes; free pengione to ell over 50; energy unite of work for 


ag 


intelligent 


money, 484 go oh, Yoatever ine anewer is, ana sany 
people feel thet the problem is not insoluble, we comiot eke an 
intellizgent decision without kagvledgs, {ven within the limite 
of the current volume of groduction today, it is petent thet 


eonsuagtion ie aot carried on in the most effective manner, Much 


of it is foolish ami wasteful; some of it ia harwful end degrading. 


We must agree, thet the econaumer bimself, through ignorance or 


indifference, is responsibie for many of the errura in consumption, 
#e fail te consicer the future; we imitate cthers, Fashions sre & 
good example; repid changes in fashion ere costly for both the 
consumer ana the manufacturer, Leck of budget planning, enc the 


unwise use of credit bring such bumen unheppinecs. Eiucetion cen 


14, 
be the only sensible solution here, “© must heve certein sinieun 
income levels; we whould be certain that income dove sot fall 
below basic nutritional levels, particularly for our adoleseenta, 
We are pretty well in agreement on thet, But we gust do sere than 
just pay lip-service to plous platitudes, Merely fi1iing the 
lunch-basket is not enough, We should coneider the contents with 
some care. We must develop pride in efficient coneumption, just 
eg the Quakers developed oride in thrift end saving, As incomes 
rise in our econosy there is too frequently an ineresee in warte« 
ful expenditure, Surely the function of the professional tescher 
is Cleer at this point, Se gen newer wieh or expect uniformity in 
eongueption levele; that would be the entitheais of cur persons] 
liberty, Yet we should set certain beeiec stenderde or petterns of 
¢onsumption about which the individuel or natione] whine could 
revelve freely, without doing too wuch damege, either te the in« 


dividual or the wetion ee & whole, The attcinment of this should 


be one of the Dunctions of educetion, 


Wheat is Consumer Economies emi whet is ite funetion? 


The text may stete thie: "It is the science which 4eele with the 
administration of resources in the satisfaction of bumen wante, 
insofer ae thie eiwinistretion involves consideretiens of price 
ani cost". There should be ethies] consideretions es well, & 


7 Eoonomics should fine out bow mankind 


primary function of Consume 


een edjust ite production to give some sort of besic return to the 


mejority of the people, in « minimum quantity which is considered 
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adequate for some sort of well ordered life, How to accomplish 
this and etill retain personal ambition end initiative ahould be 
part of the problem, Anything more then this wey be unnecoesery; 
anything leas, would seem to be criminal and illogical, Education 
gennot afford to ignore the ethics) implications of the problem, 

te may study Consumer Eeonomice in one er all of three 
aspects: 4u terms of prices, in terme of goods and services, or 
in terms of psychic income, ‘ie speek popularly of the three 
divisions es prices or ingome, real incomw arm want satisfaction, 
For adequate treatment, consideration should be given te all three, 


but we will ee find that the most emphasic ie received by 


the first. " Wadte & Casaicy list three wain problems to Consumer 


kecnomics: 

i. "The statue of the comeumer in the exicting economia 
order: hie income, and bow hile choiees ere goxllfied by the partic- 
Wier economic orcer in which be fimie biseelf, 


2, “Problem cf the memmer in whith the gooile ere chosen 
and the economic resulte ef thece choices, The actual choles say 
depend upom psaycholegy, The ieonomiet, apart from admitting 
differences in testes, deals primarily with the modifleations of 
these cnoices by prices, amc with the effect of chenger in choices 
on prices,” 


& “The problem of human welfare te wealth, The 
problem here ie the eroper eadeinistritlon of the individuel ine 
come, it is Trequentiy « satter of consumption in ite desirable 
ahi updiecireable modes, Ii must aise be viewed from the stendpoint 
of society ae @ shoie,® 


he have uae thes 


@ three problewe for cur base, but have 
emghesised with some insistence the ethics] implicetione te 
problem 3. 


# Waite & Cassidy ...The Congumer and the Economie 
Order. 
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In our outline of consumer economicr, we bave attienpted 
te keep all material as simple end straightforward as possible, 
tiumoan Knowledge today hae become incomprehencibly vast and com 
plex. We have sclences covering every conceivable brench of 
human knowledge and learning, ech science hen subdivisions 
whose refinements are intelligible only to the specialiet in that 
particular field, There seems te be 6 menia today for "foete*, 
It is seid thet the average comtemporery high seheol etacent 
knows more true facts about the universe them aid Galileo or 
Newton. Agreed thet we need facte in our stay of econemica, bat 
we must not forget that mkuowledge dos not always gamerate wiedom, 
Ae gteted above, there is a danger that our knowledge way got 
ewey from the real business of cally living, Sc im our accumule~ 
tion of facts for knowledge, let us not forget the function ef 
that knowledge. | | 

Consumers should keow through cducation some of ihe 
basic rights they pessees. Firct the consumer nas the right to 
some truth about the goods he buys. Im our present eociety he 
too often nes seant opportunity to exerGiee thin right. A study 
of Consumer [eonemice in a formal sense could accomplish much 
bere, A further rignt te thet of buying hie gooce at the lesert 
price compatible with lebour rights ana reasonable procucer 


’ economic system make thie 


profite, Monopoly clementr in ou 
difficult, smother right is the right te a becic woney income or 


its equivelent, These rigate ure not absolute truthe; they are 
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1? 
hypotheses, anc must be cbserved snd tested as such, The con 
gumer possesses aleo the right to information, education and 
pretection. Industry today in Canede in organised to break down 
his sales resistance ani direct hia expenditures into eterectype 
channels, The consumer must have truthful information about the 
goods thet he buys, lkiucetion La ® formad sense Gen do a great 
deal for bim, particularly im the sccial aspects of coneumption 
in order te distinguish between goudelly derivable and aetielly 
hereful goods end services, Thus advertising, avout which there 
hes been sco much controversy, when understood properly, can beve 
many Gesirable aspects, During the past decade, consumer 
protection has been receiving increasing attention, end wore and 
more people are coming to reslice thet certein types of economle 
precties Can heve saverse effects Upon Tred, income, 


Ag 


egestea above, when we sey thet the consumer hes 
the right to low prices, we de not méesm thal people preducing 
those goods should suffer, There are secial emi ethieal con~ 
sideretions te consumption, If we epend momey on goode which 
were produced umier conditions degrading or harmful to the 
producer, then we heve contributed something to the sisery end 


unhappiness of the world, If, on the other bend, we buy goods 


which were produced under conditione which were hesithy end 

pentelly stimulating to the producer, then we have contribated 
something to the heppiness of menkind, het is the extent of 
our social resyonsibility mere? It ie am ethicel »roblem, end 


18. 

our own particular point of view #111 depend upon our own particular 
philesephy of life, and will else depend upon fusi where we fit 
into the economic picture ex an individual, Whetever thet paride- 
wler philosophy may be, we must not forget thet es coneumerr, our 
consumption habits do affeet other people, ee well as ourselves, 

It is not infrequently eaid thet we xeep our children 
aiclesoent too long; that there ia « pronounced failure among our 


students in accepting social smi ersonal responsibility. Trere 


is more than just e modiow: of truth in these acecusetions, While 
education cannot accept ell the responsibility for this euctained 
social sdoleecence, it must accept ite share of the reeponeibility. 
It is eaic that children "grow up" when they leave echool, because 
then they come inte contact with the reality of living, A ecereful, 
formal study of Consume: Eoomomics can oid in bringing some of 


thie reality inte the classroom. 


¥e have emphasized Consumer Economice in the espeet of 
the individual reletionehip, bat we must not lose sight of the — 


values of the study of formal theory to the individual. Ye heve 


emphasised the coneumer réletionship beeause we feel thet the 


rationale of economic ectivity is te sewtiefy numen wante by the 


precuetion of consumers' guods, ‘%e feel thet the formel study of 
economic theory will enable the individual to have seme aporeeiation 
of the interdepeniencs end eo-operetion of the economic system an 

a “bole, Study of generel concepts such ae Markets, Oewand ana 


Supply, Preduetion and rice, Capitel aud Division of Labor, Costa 


19, 
and Exchange, must do something to make the individual reeilae 
that he is only a co-operative unit in the whole economic 
structure, Formal economic theory chenges, The individual should 
have some opportunity to aewp up with these changes, We tend to- 
day to discard the concept of “uatliilty" es something absolute and 
measureable; we study monepoly end competition in terms of marginal 
cost and margins) revenue; we are treating money ae a liquid aaret, 
the demand to bold money varying with “liquidity-preference® and 
the rate of interest, Studies such ap these must be of value to 
the individual by mexing tim increasingly conscious of hia plece 


in the economic order, 


Sa for the reasons qutiined in thie eub-section, we feel 


that the study of economics, with particular emphagie on the eon- 


sumer aspect, can be of value to the individual, mot only in neking 
economic choices, but eleo in meking clear to him the part he 
plays in &@ group economic game, 
TITTTTi TTT eT ee 
he Study of Economies to the 
di his relationship to Censce as 8 whole? 
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In Usneie, e@ hewe @ manber of economic civisions-—the 


effects of which om the individuel sre not alvays realised--hy 


the individual. 4s « nation, Genada ie playing en impettant pert 


in movements which are ettempting come cohegion in world thinking, 


Cen we de this if we ere divided ee a netion? © have very greve 
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#0. 
problems in unity for Canaia; our federal concept of government 
is e difficult one to attain, Most of us are familiar with the 
publicity received by the recent Federsi~Provincial Conferences, 
ani gpany thinking Cenadieans are justiy concerned by the inability 
of these conferences to reach satiefactory umd workable solutions 
te our Canadien probleme, The aajority of the sectional Canaiien 
probleme sre ecenemic; surely a study of these by indivicuele 
must make them appreciate the pointe of wiew of individuals in 
ether gectiongs, That are the economic probleme of cur geographic 
divisions? We wili sttespt te summerisve « few of them, 

i» Firet,we have the Meritines. Toe oldest ef our 
Canadien settlements, they are probebly the most teneeleur of 
their Britiesb trecdtsonss Before GVonlederation, the maritimes 
bad teriffie exclusively for revenue; they did not heve protective 


tariffe as did Gnteric and Quebec, because they drew their menu- 


factured goods from 


inglend amd the Bew inglenc atetes. Since 
confederation, they have opposed the federal protectionist poliey 
at Ottawa, and also opposed the Large expenditure in ganale for 
Central Canada, from whith they derived mo direet advantege. They 
have felt economic iseletion by tariffs, They eure leas affected 


hy the ceswopoliten lemigration of 1990-lol2 than any other | 


divicion of the deminion, because the aifficuitics im trace end 
ieck eof manufacturing imcustries Gid act eicoursg: iamigretion, | 
in sddition, in possibly no other pert of the Dominion hae there 


been eg conzietent an emigration trend af in the meritimes, Young 
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£1. 
people of ability end ambition moved southward into the United 
States. It is no eoincidence that the biggest social club in 
Boston,Mess., is the “Ganadian Club", The maritimes experianced 
& revival in ship~building during the wer, ‘“hether this ie only 
a temporary trend remeins to be ecen, 

2. Onteric and Quebec form the central economic 
division of Canade, Of ell the economic divisions of Canada, 
they have benefited most from the colonial policy of Britain, 
They possess the greet menafseturing interests of Canada, in- 
terests which in their initial stages received such finencisel 
help from British lnvestore., The United ttiates aleo infloenced 
manufacturing tronde:~ 
(1) The development of menufeeturing im the United States in 
the 1640's emi 1660's had complementary repercuscions in Canada, 
(2) The adoption in 1842 of a frankly protectionist poliey in 
the United States led to the adcotion of « similar fLeeel policy 
in Canada in 1656-69, | 
{3} Increeses since 1679 of protectionist teriffe in Weehingten 
heave been follewed by imeresces im the teriffe et Ottews, 

(4) Gnterio and Quebec have been anaes drew Goal, ore, cotton 
end other raw wateriale, se well ae partly finished meteriels, 
from the United Stetes, at less souk in tramoport then from ony 
ether domestic source of supply. 

The transport systema of Gntario and quebee are eimiler 
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amd interwoven, It is, however, their etrong protectioniet polloy 
which explains wach of the political differences between Ontario 
ami quebec ami the rest of Canads, Montreal and Torente are the 
financial gentres of Canada. It would seem fairly well oeteblighed 
that the financial interests of Onterio and qucbec have much more 
influence at Ottawa than comparable interests have at Yertwineter, 

5, The Western ireirie Provinces occupy « third eeonowmle 
division et anid, The physical icoletion, weawene with « 
fiecal aystem whieh fevers central Canade, hae tended te weke the 
prairies a comparatively expensive place in which ta live, Little 
manufacturing tekes place in this divieion, fe are poculierly 


dependent on the Kectern Provinces for transportation end Pinencial 


loens, ere there no boundary lines, manufsetured gocis neaded on 


the prairies could be mere cheaply supplied from Chi 


tego, St.Paul 
6 Minneapolia tuen from Toronto, Boniveni anu Hemilton, Se the 

the 
eset; a tariff thich does not aifect the price of grein, but does 


teriif is the economic dividing line between the prairies and 


affect the primery producer's everhesd emi cost of ssintenance, 


In wunicipal and provincial polities, the prairies tend 
tc be radiesl, Evidence of thie is the feet that nelther of the 
two older line perties bag hed the support accorded it is Onteric 
ena juebee, 

4 British Celusbla ie the fourth neturel economic 


Before confeierstion 1t was « pretectioniat 


province, So esonomicsally it hes been sllied politicelly more 
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with central Canada than with the western prairie provinces, 

Wheat is our national economic problem? In our opinion 
the igeuss may be best summarized by the following queetiongs- 
(1) How can our netionei income be maintealned at ite wertime 
level? 

{2) Whetever the national income, how ean 1t best be divided 
azpong the 12,000,000 people ef Canada? 

Later in thie thesie ie mentioned the imoortance of 
outlining the various politics] sconowie systems of the world, 
Yet there is « danger of over-concontraging cur attention upon 
the perticuier form of the political organisation, if we Lona 
at the same time to ignore the sconcmi 


ganization, In Canada, we bave our epponente arm) prepenentes of 
capitalionm end secialiem; wo bear much of the difficulties in- 
herent in the B. N. A. ictj the problem of cowinion end provincial 


govereignty and eutonomy; of the French-Canecdien problem, Yet 


the besic probleme are economic, © economy is a “prefit eyctem™ 
econoay. Thus we encounter problema between verious econoaie 
interests, all of whem ere attempting to use either the federal 
governnent or the verlous provincial governments to further their 
own perticular economic interests, Each group trice te identify 
ite own particular orivete interest with the broader ne tional in- 
terest, 2 national intersst, which nome since fir Johm 4, Kucdonald 
hes hed the politics] temerity to define, Eecdonali was siaply 


gongolideting the wellecrgunized manufacturing group interest of 
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Ontario and Quebec, A political opportunist, he identified this 
eectionel economic interest with the whole of Canada, end we then 
bad the well known "National Policy® ef the Consurvative perty, 
In 1911, the question of reciprocity end national interest relesd 
the conflict between industrial end agricultural interests, Moet 
of us are familiar with the skill whth which the underlying Lseues 
were beclouded, 

Many of the overt actions taken by our political leaders 
ere fairly woll known to our high school stucents of history; The | 
economic issues behind the scenes have too frequently received 
wery litile publicity. A stwiy of formel economics could be of 
ageletence to the grade ZII student eho ettamote to evaluste some 
oF the economic trends behind current enc past politicel maneeuvres 
in our Dowinion's history, One of our major economic probleme — 
todey in Camsde, is the concentration of finencisl power im the 
hande of groups in Torente and Momtresi, Cen there by any in- 
telligent reason «hy the econowie beckground, which could aid in 
properiy evalueting thie preblem should not be teught in cur 
schools in Ceumsde? fconomiets themselves must alc in gciving 
leadership to this type of educetion im our secondary schools, 
if they do not, the aseistunce will be given by leas competent 


people, Our children will be forced eventuglly te mace judgments 


end choices; thet duty is inherent in cur democratic wey of life, 
These decisions cen be directed by unscrupulous demegogues heaving 
gome particular "group axe" te grind, 
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We must, through competent Canadian lendership, ettempt 
to evaluate our economic end humen resources; how they are or« 
genised at present; how they can be beat organised in the future to 
provide « decent standard of living for the greet bulk of our 
people, Anything less than thip will divide Cenade inte « dozen 
economic groups, eech one certain thet it alone posserser the only 
key to the closed door, Ye must have eecurity, some bavia of 
political equslity, en adequate minimum of living stendaria, to- 
gether with the hepe of some extrs reward for individuals possess- 
ing more ability or ambition, Anything lees then thie #11) always 
cerry the seeds of its own destruction, Is this an economic 1 
borade? A philesephic mirage? Possibly, Does it mean thet eli 


personel selfisnnece will disascear? That group end acetional 


intereate will vanish into thin sir? No; for this could enly be 


the dream of on incureble romentic, It is © question of reletive 


| Change; certeinly eociel end economic progress bes been sade in 


the pest; is 1% absurd to suspect thet some promrers cen be mede 


in the future? ven the wer, with «ll ite horror and enimelisn, 
developed exemples ef warm humen relations anc eoclel kindness, 
ee wust believe in bumen progress, or surely life could not be 


worth the living. ith econc 


mic justice, cur interests amc motives 


ghould gradually become broader, possibly imperceptibly so to the 
eynie or skeptic, but we gust remember that «11 evolution takes 
place #ith minute and almost incensible gredations end mutations, 
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R64 
we deserve, ‘Gli, let us deserve sotething bateee, This cen 
ealy come by education-~an education such thet our ao called 
*publie opinion” expressing iteelf, wlll not be a sterile Gallop 
Poll, but en economic group aweremees of baeie trends, ond an 
insistence upon kindly ond intelligent leaderrhip, When we 
anit heve too 


etart moving in this educationsel direction, we new 
wuch fear for the future of social democracy im Coneda, 
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fhie ie eimittedly a complex problem, end iospires more 


than © modicum of temerity in attempting ite consiveretion, 


Welter Lippmwen in bie "Public Opinion" dicoucses with great elarity 
the peculier difficultise confronting the indivicuel whe wiches 


te learn the truth ebout the world beappenings end interastione] 


fesues, Geneorsbip, prejudice, propagenda, time ena space Faetors, 


@il operate to make it difficult, if not impossible, for the 


average person te gein a true picture of whet ie beppening in the | 


world about him, Yet uwhlese we strive edueeiioneliy in the dir-~ 


ection of world responsibility and internstional “avereness", se 
een entertain no hope ef ultigste world oceee, 


The war hae left ua intellectually, emotionally and 


economically upeet omi insecure, Ail intelligent people appreciate | 
something of the poverty, whrest end chaos of the post-war ere, 
Gur public debts den't etegger the imaginetion-—they put it down 


fer the "full count", There is an etmosphere of wutual cistrust 
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and suspicion, #e see power blocks developing nt the peace 
table, We wight pardon a maive individuel for wondering just 
who did “win” the war. The United Stetes and Canada are in the 
throes of wanagement-lebor problema, the solutions to which de 
not appear readily at hand, The conclusion of the wer finds us 
with three acknowledged "gevers”® in the international fields 
The U.S.8,8., the United States end Great Uritein, Russie is 
suspicious of the economic motives of the wertern democracies; 
they in turn, seem to regerd Russia se the potentiel cause of 
what could be the finel worle war, The 0, 3. haw aroused con- 
siderable apathy and cynicism, fo attempt to list the current 
world problems would M1ll a special appendix, and could serve 
mo useful purpose at this point. Yet ae these worde are written, 


there ia rebellion in Palestine, riote in Indie, bloodehed in 


China, ena a miid tireat of wer between the United Stx 
dugo Slavia, 

thet ig the reletionship of the subjeet of thie thesis 
to the whole gigentic probles? Im the theory of ultimete saver 
eignty all final deciviose must be mace by huwen suthority-~ 
whether this authority be leguily delegated cit nak pheever 
makes the final decision, the influence of public opinion on the 
decisions must be an important facter, particulerly in the 
western democracies, Go the development of en intelligent publie 
opinion muct be one of the primery objectives of modern education, 


why is it so important from an internatious] viewpoint 
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thet economic study be stresced in the schools of Canada? To- 
day, Canada occupiers o umique position in the world, both goliti-~ 
cally and economically; and at the same time we occupy a denger- 
ous position geographically. Currently, our international prestige 
hag pever stood higher; out of all proportion te our population, 
we exert an appreciable world influence, ‘%e are capablia of 


practical and effective lisison between Great Britein and the 


Unitec States; two grouwgs who are "separated by 6 com 
We seem to understand beth better thas they understend each other; 
Wé appear to have develoyed a fairly warw appreciation for our~ 
séives from both parties, Until the recent "syy esore" we hed no 
ineciuble problems with the Soviet, Ghat the atetue ie sow could 
only be a subject of conjecture, 

whether «6 consicer them absolutely or reletively, the 
world's economic problews ere of paremount importance, There are 
many slleged solutions to these problems;~ soney reforn, tredit 
‘@enipulation, techmocracy, Social Credit, Harxiem, verious Soolal- 
ist theories, anc so on, In dictator countries, in the late 30's, 
we heve seen vest quantities of labor end materiale used for non- 
productive purposes, such aa public digplays end arsemente, vith 
@ progressive oreseure upon the consumption levels of the people. 
In the world es = whole, we saw, not only on insane striving for 
netional sufficiency, but « reising of embargoes enc teriffe, with 
ite conseguent ives of the edvaenteger of specieligation and ex- 


change. Until these tendencies are overcome, and we see signa of 


mon lenguage®, 
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29, 
this at the aoment, the brosd upward thrust of our productive 
powers through improving knowledge and technique, promises to be 
largely dissipated without meterial improvements in the levels of 
consumption. 

We don't expect cur high school students to apprecicte 
all this. However, if there ie to be any hope of ultimate world 
pesce ahd economic security, if we expect « keener appreciation 
of the fact that isolationiem in the international field is now 
ae obsolete as is the cumdle in the field of aclentifie il lumin- 
ation, then we must attempt to develop trends toward “inter 
nationalism", Recent discoveries in atomic power would seem to 
indicste thet we must elther develop some preetical form of in~ 
ternationsliem or live im 4 future chareeterized by unessy power 


alliances, econemic uncertainty eno 


potential cecth, This “trend® 
in international thincing cen only be actomplished by education 
ef the right type. We are ast being naive, nor are we attempting 
te leeve the iwpression that forme] economic siucy in our schools 
wiil inevitably lead to an ere of internationel sence and goodwill 
jowerc men, #¢ are merely suggesting thet one ete, teken in an 
intelligent direction le of incalculable value, in comperizon te 
no step taken at all. 

We have sttempted te design the proposed programme of 
studies by working outward from the most important thing te the 
individual-~himeelf--ani from thie Tumiementsl point, to leed him 


in ewer widening ¢ircles of thought ugom economic matters, Some 
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50. 
effort has been wmode toward developing awareness of other 
countries by a section on Socio~leunomic Orgauiuntion of Society, 
Furthermore, a utudy of the economic problems of Conmin should 
lead naturally towerd eome appreciation of the economic problems 
of other countrice and of the world 68 & Whole, We aghould earn 
again et thie point, that mo study of the colitical forms of 
government, Fescien, Communism or Democracy, can be worthwhile 
unless the underlying economic isoues are brought into elear 
perspective; these issuer must be feced with honesty end absence 


ef bias. 
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@HY THE PRESUNT BIGR GCBOOL TREATELET OF 
BOONOMICS I5 INEFFLOTIVE ARG INADEQUATE, 


1. 

(A) The 1045-46 Outline 

It is our considered opinion thet the present Alberta 
treatment is inedeguate and ineffective, and in support of this 
opinion, we list the following reasonsiy~ 
(a) The treatwont atiempts rr cover "guch too much” in too short 
e time, Too many phases of the subject are listed, and while the 
outline suggeste that ae close adherence to the progremme in not 
essential, yet no suggestion is given ae to what part of the 
Gurviculum should be covered as a practical minimus. 90% of the 
teachers interviewed, agreed with this, (Stetements which cuote 
the epiniun of teschers or stuwients sre a result of « survey, the 
details of which ere expleinwi on gage 35) 
(eb) The Bulletin 5 prescribed courve suggests, “that the course 
shoula be approached, not es « etudy lm seomomic thecry, but 
rather from the stencpoint of orectiesal prebleme". after this 
pious compliance ith theoretical philesophy, beth the student 
ami the twaecher are led comeunet forcibly dew 2 labyrinth of 
economic outline, which woulc almcet preclude eny suberence te 
this preeticsl "“ebjective", The survey would seew to indicate 
thet the course és telughit at the present tine gensists largely 
of definitions. Now cefiniticns are important end the *"jergon*® 
@ust be learnec for eny subject. Bowever definitions are abstreet, 
end possess little ¢o~relation to tae stucenta'own personal 
background and living experience. 11 has been feirly wel) 
established in wiucation, thet fectuel learning does not lead to 
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objective thinking, Students possescing superior native 
wesories commonly do well et the traditional type of fuctuel 
examination, but where the moterial does not form « pert of 
the student's own “real” background, there cen be little con~- 
sigered thought, or integration of the subject with tnoir delly 
living experience, The present progremme shows o deerth of 
suitably orgenived projects which proceed directly from the 
student's own environment, So it la suggested thet the present 
eurriculum does not attempt to selve thie problem of rwleting 
the theoretical te the preetical, 
{¢} Under tne current method, the “duller” scademic tyee of 
students tenc to teke the course. Al. too frequently, the 
eourse ig selected an a "fill~in"® by etudente Pilling out their 


number of eredits for the general certifieete, Our beat 


acedemic students, judged by attainment and 1.0. etemcerce, 

do not, in the wejority of cases, sxpese themselves to the 
course, fe atteseted im fection 2 «ef thie thesia, te illuetrete 
juet why we considered economic study te be of prime importence 
to the individuel, Ye estimste that grovinee wide, mo more then 
252 of the tetel grace XII enrciment texes tha Sevres at the 
yresent time, : 

(4) It wuffers from being an “option* of the "theoretical" type, 
fhie does affect the attituce of the teachers ema the students, 
No finel exai 


mination is written, end the reaction to this te 


the customary one. On our survey few exempies were found where 
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| 83, 
teschers handling the topic gave the subject adequzte back 
ground study and anelysis, and this was reflected in the atti- 
tude of the students who tend to trent it with bored tolerenae, 
Of the 62% of atudenta reporting, the most common anewer was 
that the courge was “esay*, end that oll thet was required wes 
the use of common gunse, no study being considered escential, 
Om the whele, there sp cared to be e isck of serious trestaent 
of the subject by teachers anc students. 

(e) 40% of the students replying to the questionnaire, ad- 
mitted thet they could make Little practicsl use of the subject. 
Moet of this greup thought the subject was "dull*--at least 12 
studente left this impression, 65% of the students replying 
seid thet the course would do them Little good after they left 
echool. From this letter group came very few suggestions es 

to how the course might be lucroved! fo the question, "Theat do 


you consider to be the purpose or function cf the course?", the 


dearth of rationel enswers gave one scequete materiel for in- 
definite golancholy thought, 

(f) Teschers handling the eubject need zpecial Lasteustion, 
¥ith tes exceptions, teachers sdmitted that they knew much too 
little about the subject, To the question, "hy ere you teach- 
ing taie courgel®, the gajority enewer wee, "Sell, somebody 
hed to teach it, ana by « process cf elimination it fell te se", 
With the exeeption of one teacher, all edmilied the basie is- 
portence of the eubject. Teachere felt that they should bave 
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| 54. 
access to epecial manuals, and have an opportunity to receive 
epecial ingtruction on the subject, As usual with most teachers, 
they didn't want to spend too much time at Summer School Sessions} 
There can be little doubt that a "wagueness"” permeates the course : 
at the present time, a veguenees as to preetiesl ami philogephie 
objectives es well as to the ectual content matorial, 

(g) The curriculum erre in feiling te eppreach the subject 
gatter from the inductive and empirical approseh, he will attempt 
in the Grede AI outline to work inductively to the tesic head~ 
dugs, Topica such ag 1, The Orgenisetion ami Regulation of 


Froduction. 2. The Development of Loonowie Society. 


S. Internmetional Trade. 4. Money, Benking & ixechenge, ..0en 


have little reality unless approached through the inductive end 


Moroject® metiog of learning. Taese topics sust be approached 


from the core of the student's oon beckground, end expanded from 
thet point. CGritielem ani objective evaluetion must be developed, 
By eVolcding controvergy, the meterial becomes BEOHiNGleee, 
(h) The oroblese suggested for stady in section 12 of the 
eurricuius; wisi~ 

Unemploysent,. 

igomumie Planning. 

Taxation. 

Sotiel Ineurence. 
would appesr te be too "breed® for preetical project treateent, 
They ere more sultetble fer first yeer waiverslty work projects, 
tinder the section heading:- “Reqairementea®, it is suggested that 


*the questions ehould be studied end tentative enevera errived ab, 
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58. 
even et the expense of pure economic tavory"®. Tuis attitude 
ie definitely a questionable one. 
(4) Finally, our most serious indictment of the present course 
is the fact that no conscious effort is mace to encourage the 
development ef a philosophy of iife, Without this, in our 
opinion, no study is worthwhile, The reagon for this failure 
appesrs clear, Unless we bring cur social and economie problems, 
as they exist now, into the classroom, ami attemot to face thee 
probleme honestly ani oritically, in their relation tc us, es 
individusis eni groupe, @ “shadow* qutline of there probleme cen 


beve Little meening or velue to us, 
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& mumber of quections were forwarded to SU teachers at 


iditional questione were for~ 


present bandiing this course, 


werded for the students. In addition, some 40 students teking 


the present course in Calgery were interrogated orally. Anevere 
were received from 19 teachers, anc some 128 students, The 


following questiona were asked the teachure:~ 


1. Do you toneider the present Eigh Sehool treatwcnt 

of the course in reonasiies te be effeetive end edequate? why? 
2. that percentage of the Grede XII etudents teke the 

@ouree this year? Lest yeer? What percentage of "A*’ students? 


& Do you find the seme student interest in this 
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Glass ae you do in the compulsory axamination type? 

4. Do you consider the present curriculum too long? 
Or do you consider it too short? Vlease @xplein your viewpoint, 

5. Have you had special trsining for the texebing of 
this subject? Do you feel that special treining or special 
courses would be of assistance toe you in the teaching of this 
Unit? 

6. Way are you texching the present course? By choice? 
By aeppolatmacnt? 

7. Do you conelaer the subject should be teught? Why? 

& that would you suggest that might improve the 
teaching of Economies in High Sehools? 

Bed. All aneeers will be treated in contidence, 

Tee following questione were arked the students, either 
in writing or orailys- 

le Why are you toking the unit on oonomics? 

&. Do you consider it to be practicni? Flveere explain, 

& be you feel thet it wiil be of value te you after 
you iesve seboci? say? | ) 

4. vie ao you consider ta be the purpose or function 
of the course? 

& Uc you cengider the course to be diffieult or easy? 


@. Bhat suggeetions would you make for the improvement 


ef the course? 
8.8. All eneavers will be treated in confidence, 
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Since the fore-going eriticiom wee written, a new 
Programme of Studies (Bulletin 11 ~- 1946) has been iseued by the 
Department of Hiucation of Alberta, for Leonomies I, However, 
the criticism of the old programme con be completely transferred 
te the new curriculus, The chief siventege of the new progremme 
ie that the reference materiel hes been consolidated; « new text 
by Dodd “Applied Esonomics" has been leid down, Thig text, an 
Aworican one, is well written ani currently informative, but it 
does not meet the objectives, philesephicel or practical, which 
we have ottepptied to emphasize in this thesia, Duxide does 
suggest prectical problems, but they ere not prectics1 for the 
first eau Alberta stadent, References are ouiside the personal 
contact of our atudente, 

The text by Dedds could be weluable for « second year 
course on the subject) but it would be valueble only as @ re~ 
ference, because the applications ere seresentially Americen in 
their scope, end do not fall within the ‘eontre of interest! or 
inductive approaches which we feel ere necessary for formal 
economic study by Alberte high school students, 

The Department Bulletin aceite the importance snd _ 
difficulty of eeenomics. May we express the nope that a new 
outline by the Degertment of dducetion will attempt to design a 


GOurse Commensurate with the avowed importance of tha subjcet, 
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WHAT PACTUAL PART OF MODERN ECONOMIC THEORY 


SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE HIGE SCHOOL CURRICULUM? 


$8, 
(A) Qne-year Course 
It is proposed that the High Sciiool Course in Beonomigs 
be designed as ® oné-year course trestment, and that it be econ- 
sidered « Compulsory Subject. In case Economies were to be made 
& two-year course, a suggested outline for the second year ie in- 


cluded in Appendix A. 


Treatment for this year should be restricted to Consumer — 


Eeonomice, No apology should be necessary ia 1346 for ite 
euphesis at this point, Classical and Neo-Classiee! economists 
frow Adem Seitn to Mercheil peld little formal attention te this 
branch of economies, eg such, Truc, Adem Seith held thet eon~ 
sumption was the sole end anc purpose of all gvroduction, and that 


the producer should only be considered in so fer es it was 


necessary to promote the interests of the consumer, Yet, basically, 


he implied thet earning s living was the lmportent thing, and that 
gonsumption would teke csre of itself. The eccialict writers did 
have come influence on J. 5. Mill, but et heart he followed the 


rugged individualism ef the Classicel School, 


Certain critics, such as Laucerdsle, Slemondi end Bastiat 


disessroved of the “economic men* set up by the claccicists, mt 
en the whele this aid not lead them to a study of consumption, se 
such, Lauderdele dic emphasise Selesticity" in ounesumption, end 
discussed wents in more Geteil than hie oredeceseors, ani, in 
addition, diseussed the influence of income om the psychology of 
congumption. 


(1) Baney...,"Histery of Economic Thought", 
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89. 
However, in general, most of the importent writere 
stressed the ides that the economic world should be guided by — 


the principle of free competition to the ultimate edvaentaye of 


members of the whole social eyetem, “Laisser~Faire® beteme a 
way of economic thinking, elatively, they paid little ettention 
to the family unit, or the effects of differences of income on 
consumption stamdarde, They believed thet through competition, 
private property and the legelity of contrects, the economic 
world would sutometically teke care of ite other preblemse—-in 
brief, « dectrine of sure economic individuelion, They fait taat 
although side differences in etandards of living might affect 
the efficiency ef the individual, that such wae "naturel" and 
enly to be expected, tech wan got “het he wae worth, snd wee 
worth what he got: an excellent bit of circuler reasoning, This 
attitude of formel economists towerd consumption in general, 
persisted in the main until 1929. 

With the "Great Depression” socio-economic thinkers 
began to have increesing doubte ¢2 te the goundness of the 
Clessical enalyzie of society, True, prior te 1929, there had 
been much gocialist literature, whieh bad opposed the existing — 
eapitelistic individusiism, Hut most people hac paid little | 
attention to it, There had been apparent prosperity in the 20's 
end people with even partially~filled stowechs are seldom readicel 
in their thinking, Grities of the existing system were tolereted, 
bat 1t wee en amused tolerance; the tolerance of the wise pereat 


for the vagaries of the irresponsible child, We ere sefe in 
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40. 
saying that gonuine interest in consumer economics developed in 
the “hungry thirties". "kwpty stomachs" begun to wonder 4f pere 
heaps economic conditions bad been wrong all the time, The spec- 
tacle of tae destruction of consumer goode in many parte of the 
worlc, when consumption stendards were low, was not caleulated to 
arouse 6 feeling of complacency in the winds of people who evinced 
any desire to use them, Since that tlae, meny humcreds of books 
have been written from the stamdpoint of the consumer, It hag 
mow come te be recognised es « iii am importent field in 
the formal theory of economics, On thin baeis, we heave no hesi~ 
tancy in justifying ite inclusion here, 

In consumer econowice, the aetudent should etert at a 
point where be Gan agseceiate the discuesion with bis own ger~ 
e0beai social activity. Tne method should be .efinitely inductive. 
There should be as few formal definitions a2 porcible; there 
should bewaver be a conscious effort on the teacher to bulia up 
an economic vocubulery, This vocabulary leerned during the first 
yeer treatment would be particulerly Volugbie end necessary for e 
pecond year's work, Ail discugsion should, as fer oa ie practicabl: 
ecntre around eowe phese of the pereconel or femily economic problem. 
The student, although not yet familiar with many phases of home 
economics, could, efter clase discussions, return heme, and co- 
relate the Giscuszion with reelity, There Sant be projects to 
follow-up the discussion, emi the projecte themselves must be 


eerefully designed so that they possess reslity end interest. 
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a1. 
We have attempted in Section 5 to outline projects which might be 
suitable, Im Section 2 were outlined the reasons why consumer 
economics wee considered of importunce to the individual, 

With respect to the deteil of Gonsumer kconomias, we 
started with on informel definition, and then proceeded to the 
basic concept of human wants, From there the naturel trend geemed 
the discussion of variations in congumption, Veriationme and in- 
equalities cf income, end how they affeot wante and veriations in 
gonsumption, appeared to be the next legieal etep, From thie the 
attention war focussed on the femily, emi a study of femily expend. 
tures was outlined, end the idea of the "budget" was introduced, 
Then the marketing system received some eitention, to explein just 
hew the consumers actually received the goods, At thie solet it. 


seoued logical te imtreduce price bebavier, eith a coet-of-Living 


index, end the influence of thanging gsrices an rwel income, Ad~ 
vertising wae then introduced, with perticuler empnesiz on the — 
advantages end disaiventeges. An attempt wes made to give partic- 
uler attention to advertising because of the poesitility of 
developing student interest. Then to the matter of consumer 
eregit, with ite advanteges und dlesdventeges, fmobauiea was leid 
en the importence of determining the actusi cost of credit, The 
outline is concluded by the broad topic of cengumer protection, 
aud their potential velue 


with special reference to Co~operatives 
te the consumer, 


any reference to the breac cutline of economic orders 
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424 
was consciously omitted, although it would be of great value to 
the individual in understending his relationship to world con-~ 
gumer-economic problems, It hag been included in the Suggested 


Second Year Course, (Appendix A) 
COREE HERHESOH HEHEHE HOHE DD HR OH EE 


Appendix 4&4 includes the outline of formal economle 
theory which might be included in the second yoar of 4 two-year 
course, The appemoix also attiempts ea justifiestion for the 


introduction of formal saconomigse in & eeconmd~year courses 
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DETAILED OUTLINE OF PROPOSED PROGRAMME 
POR A QRE-YEsN COURSE, 
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Programme of Studies 
(1) What is consumer Economics? Informal definitions, 


(a) S&S aspects: (1) Price factor or money income, 
(2) The actual goode and services 
received or the real income, 
(8) Feychie setisfaction the goods 


give us, 


(a) The question of cholee-~differences in teates-desires 
(b) Negessities end luxuries, 
(¢} Besic requirements, 


(a4) The effect of price upon choles of goods, 


(a) Variations in consumer habite-stenderde of living~ 
feoblone-trence. 

(b) Varietions in consumption among income classes. 

(e} Vardetions in conrumption as azong periods of time 

and places. (1) Trends in home omnership. 


(2) 


tomobiles, redios, electrical 
petolyeretion, rayon, 

(8) Seasonal variation 

(4) Wetionality, cligste, secupetion, 
income, ege, Compositicn of 


population, natural resources, 


ee 


(8) 


Reference to money income, real income, paychie 
income, | 

National weelth and incowe of Canada; some com 
perigon with other nations, 

Ineyualities of income--eeuses and effects, 

How changes in velue of money affeete incomes, 
Depressions end incomes; How they effect venta 


ami varietions in consumption, 


Study of survey resulte. 

Lapenditure and sise of femily, 

Foou expenditures snd income, 
Ciething expenditure ami income, 
Housing expenciture and income, 
Budgete—-laportence end methods, 
Gost of living index--parity prices. 


Functions of marketingt 


(1) 
(8) Selling. 

{S) Finencing. 

(4) Grecing. 

(6) Treneportation. 


baying & asseubling goods 


(6) Storage 
3 (7) Hiex bearing. 
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45, 
(b) Types of markets; (1) Informal definition 
(2) Typess local, nationel, 
world, 
(c) Increased Marketing Costs: Keasone for inoroeser~ 
(1) Increased production 
(2) With greeter quantity of goods, 
greater attempt to manipulate demand 
sand acvertieing. 
(3) Googe now curried greater dietences-~ 
| erose-shipping. 
(4) Feehion changes, "“Merk—downs" 
(6) "Customer ia sleaye hight" 
(6) fuctes, 
{4} Tendencies toward integretion in erketines 
{1} Chain methods | 


(2) Suggested improvements, 


(a) Types: {1} These affecting only one or two 
sommoditlee, 
(2) Hidespread, affecting all commodities. 
(b) Cost of living Index; parity prices. 
{(¢) Infletion and defistion, and their effecte ont 
(1) Debtor end erediter, 
(2) Bueiness gains when prices rice 


(3) Wage earner enc galery men, 
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46. 
(4) Business Cycle end the consumers 
(1) Period of depression 
(2) Period ef recovery 
(3) Period of prosperity 
{4) Period of liquidation. 
(8) Influence on Heal Income. 
(8) Adverticing 
(a) Benefites 
(1) Introduces new product to the publie, 
(2} Informs the consumer about new user for a 
familiar prodact. 
(3) Frovidee information ebout « product, 
(4) Aide consumers in finding a plece where 
they can buy certein products, 
(5) Hekes possible wane peotactien and mags 
merchandising, 
(@}) Advertieing wakee for change end progress. 
(7) Tends to ealatein waite, because of 
product-differuntiation, 
(6) Does it lower or raise costes of marketing? 
(b} Disadvantages: 
(1) There is toe much edvertising. 
(2) ddverbtising way be used for harmful ee well 
a8 wortnsaile predugte,. 
($j) sdvertising frequently acpesie te our 


"lower motives" ~ false vride, sex,prejudice 


47. 


(4) Much is noi-dufovuntive, 

(6) Much advertising is useless to the alert 
consumer, Dowsn't give enough information, 

(6) Much advertising is weeteful and ex- 
travagant. 

(7) Testimonials, peeudo-~-seientifie cleima, 
puffing, mislesding terme, 

(8) Large advertisers may cecusy monopoly 
position, anc eo peiatein high prices, 

(@) How does it affect marketing ond dietri- 
bution costa? 

gheumer Ureait 


B63 buying om Time, ."ray-se-you-use-lies*, 
(a) 


inte in ste fevers 
(1) Sound, if well run. 


Loecourages savings. 

{8} Wekes goagible the purchase of better 
quality products, 

{4) It way heve decreased conte, 

{6} Seslees of living are raieed-more in-~ 

telligent busgeting, | 


(1) Beexeteering practices--vage angignments, 
repocseseion fees, exorbitant interest, 
amd eorvice charge rates, 

(2) Bo defence--consuper can't sey thet he hee 
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(8) The cost of financing too high, May be 
"unreasonably" high, but it mey be due te 
the necessity of meeting certein corts, 
such eg: (a) Interest on borrowed funde 

(b) Credit-Lnvectigation ex 
penge, 
(¢) ixpense of collecting smell 
notes. 
(d) Coste arising out of diffi-~ 
culties of repossession, 
(e) Losees on bed debte. 


(4) Causes economic instability. 


(b) Local exemples of consumer credit,,Calculation of 
the 'Keal't interest retes of buying om time, 
(¢) Gome discussion on forms of consumer ercvdit sgencies: 
(1) Charge accounte of retail merchants. 
{2} Installment selling and finence companies 
{8} Persenai finence compenies. 


(4) Pereonel lean deperteent of commercial 


banks . 


($) 
(6) 
(7) The cost of each of the above te the 


a-Qoneumer co-operatives. 


econruseer. 
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(a) Public Regulation: 
(1) Pure food ani drug lews 
(2) Ordinary lewe: freud end breach of warranty, 
(8) Postal department 
(4) Food inspection: Milk and meat, 
(&) Kegulations covering food dispensing 
enteblishwenta. 
(6) Distribution end sale of nareotica and 
Folscns. 
(7) Gtanderde im the eele of electrics] enskpouns. 
(8) Bomiing of common carriers 
(9) Fire~safety control. 
(10) seguletion of weights and weacures and 
atenderde. 
(11) Beguletion of Ineursnce compenive eri benk. 


(ob) Coneumors organise themeelveni~ "“Go-operatives*. 


I. The besic principles:- 
(1) Deseereey of control. 
(2) limited return to eapitel 
($) Sevings returns 
(4) Unliwited semberehip 
(5) Weutrality i.e. mo religious or politicel bles 
{6) Cash buginess. 


(7) Gdueation. 


Alri va vigene ag 
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(8) Union and expansion. 

(9) Co-operstive is a privete enterprise, 

{10} Whet ie the relationship to the stote? 

(11) A basic need must be present, 
Ii. Distinction between producer's emi consumer's co-operative 
III. Sone references to Scendinavian co-operatives, sad to loes] 

examplea, Also references to credit unions, 
TRETTT TTL Tree 


rn 
A Sype Projects suitable for one-yeox 


course 
(e) Im order to find out how freauentiy the members of the clags 


pley the role of consumer-buyer, neve eeck student list the 
earticies he or she helped to buy during @ certain poriod of time, 
either for higeelf or for the femily es a whole, A cumulative 
recerd, showing costs, type of merchandise, et¢., might eselly be 
eet up, This could be suitable for any type or locality of school, 
Reference to project 4, could be valuable here, 
(b) A project eulteble for severel students wersing together 1s 
the following; to compare: 

(1) Prices of identics] articles in"different" 


stores, with the following eugzested teble:~ 


Weme & location | Bationally | Beticnaliy Netionaliy advertised| 
Berend of Creckere, 


(1) Trilling, Eberhart & Nicholes..,."hen you Buy", 
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$1. 
(2) Prices of similar articles or articles of 
similar quality im the SAME store, with the 


following suggested tables é 
100 Aspirin 


600 Pees Tissues | Cod Liver Gil Nesor Blades,ete, 
Tablets 7 


Brand | Price | Brena 


(ec) Incomes; 
Caxe must be taken not to ask for estudent'« family 


income, or to reise any possibility of implied clase comparison, 
uch valuable project work can be done without thie sort of in- 
formation, 

Have the ¢claes drew u, trial bucgete for a stendard 
income of sey $1,500.00 per year, Tescher could then discugs oan 
approved budget plan with them, Project (d) eould be of wid to 
this. 

(4) Keep @ wall chart with 25 or 80 essentiel consumption items, 
showing price changes from month to month. Thies should be started 
early im September, Have each member of the clase responsible for 
ene item, Have es many types of stores as poseible, large depart 
ment store, chain store, swell corner store, catalogue store, The 
cumuletive record et the end of the year should give worth-while 
etaticticel data, indiceting seeconal changes in price, rieing 

or falling cost-of-living, materiel fer demand end sugply tlius- 
trotions. Kept over © period of yeers, it coulé be velueble as 


etetistical reference, 


me et en ee ee ee! 
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(e) Advertising:~ 
This lends iteelf to the project method, and wo heave 
outlined severel types, which we think are oui tabler- 
(1) Select 10 radio progremmes. Determine:~- 
(a) The time devoted to adverbietee end enterteinmont. 
(b) hich was the trede neme mentioned most; least? 
(¢) The cost rates of broadcasting. | 
(@) Shieh programmes you prefer, in order of the 
preference, and etate reasona. 
(e) Analyze the sdvertising stetements es to truth, or 
lack of it, 
(2) Select one fairly «<li known msgevine, and analyze under the 
following heedai- 
{s) Bonthly or weekly; cost; tetal circulation. 
(b) Wumber of pages: 1. devoted to scvertiaing, 
2. to reading. 
& mixture of the two, 
(¢} Humber of products advertised. 
(d) What number of pictures bed « real connection vith 
the article advertised? Ne connection? 
(8) Make a list of 411 the different kinds or forms of sdvertising 
with ehich you come inte contact within » pericd of e day. Discuss 
ou the basie of comparetive effectiveness. 
(4) Prepare an exempie of what you would consider e satisfactory 
advertisement, considered from the consumer's point of view, for 
one of the following articles:- A bar of soap, a flesh light 
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battery, a cen of pesches, & softball, « shirt, or @ blouse, 
(5) Compare in current magazines the advertisements of different 
companies for a similar product such as toilet soap, face croem 
er cigarettes, Are the claime essentially similer? How do they 
differ? Is factuel information given? Could the product be re 
eognised from the aivertising, if the name vere deleted? Hae the 
picture e real relationship to the product? 
(6) Analyse all the eivertisements in one magesine or newopeper 
for the following pointe: 

(a) How many advertisements give relieble scientifie 

facta? 

(b) How many appeal to the emotions, fear, pride, sex? 

(c) Bow meny use humor to make their point? 

(d) How many give the price? How many do not? 

{e} Examples of “good* and “poor" aivertising-from the 

eonsumer's point ef view, 

(f) Do you get your money's worth? 

Cheek en electric toaster (or other article) 

(1) Does it toast quickly? 

{2) Does it toast evenly? 

{$) Is it convenient to use? 

{4) Does it heave a switch at the teble? 

(6) Goes the door drop down and hit the tebletep? 

{@} Ise it large enough to hold # slice of bresd easily? 


(7) is it cureble? 
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(8) Le it expensive to operate? 

(9) Is it free from shock haserd? 

(10) Can heeting clement be easily replaced? 

These are type questions which en intelligent buyer 
should ask regarding a sample article, Have the students work 
eut s serlee of questions for verlous articles, and then try te 
detersine enswere to the questions from home use, the salesmen, 
the sdvertising, or by writing the manufacturer, Have students 
compere orices end quality of different brends of the same article, 
(g) Instellment buying. 

Let each of @ group of etudente investigate the buying 
of ene article on the installment plen, Have them report to the 
clase how such money the consumer pays for credit wben buying, 
attempting to show the real interest rate, The following may be 
type exseples; otnere should readily sugeect themselves. 

(1) An electric refrigerator. 

(2) sn eutomobile. 

(3) A redie, 

(4) A men's auit. 

(6) A girlta coat. 

(6) A chesterfield, 

(a) Go-operatives. 

Various projects could be suggested here. A suiteble 

follow-up might be to have & BEneger ef a lseeel eco-cperetive stere 


give e telk to the class, outlining methocs, objectives, and 


sek pte: ae nea 3 tn 

ee a ee ssseue saerngae | 
Me OW aOR NR aR gakbatiN wi 6 " li ne 

is wits edt Ye tpn: ase sis tLe a, eum. einen 
mele rea nee er ae anton veomaiddsa E 
tes ed? ade? ‘miei eae. ‘te ago hy es Maio oo | \ fale 2 
tat a bges aes weg +r m% siceseheina aah seis) ae hat, ey Ae. me 
getter At Pre = (AS SRS oe: ee bonsai tua, anata a 
- PORE MS. Penis mies: ii want oF ideas 1 
“3 — Fis i less nwo, rehab e- in ~~ BS 
aeeae oy cin nae tis aes alt ; 
| ke bsua ane yy une Ve 


ee : 7 7 
seit Saal a ——— 
eae 


a a PS a Sa 


a 
5 , 

a 

rast 

2. 
= @ 
i 


or 


~ 
=" 
ees 


55, 
problems, Even in rural localities, there are few areas where rome 
form of co-operative is not found, True, these are ueuelly pre-~ 
ducer's co-operstives, and the distinction between these and con+~ 
sumer's Co-operstives should be ¢learly drawn, 

Tree ee ee ee 
AIII) Suggested Bibliography fo 


(a) For the Teaghers: 


ORC TS | ONO TAIRNETRE esi 
Haite & Cassidy The Consumer & the Economie WeGraw~Hidy 1959 

Order. ; 
Wyend — The iconomice of Consumption Wackilien Co.1987 
Ryrk Sconomic Problems of the Kerper & Bros, 193 8 

! Yamlly 
Kallen ’ Tre Decline end Riee of the (1986 
| Consumer Appleton-Ceatury 
Corbett & Her- Modern Eeotemics Weeillan Co, 1986, 
sobkowite 
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(b) For the Class: 


Trilling, Eberhart, When you Buy Lippinestt lote 
Hichoisas | me 
Trilling, Nicholas The Girl & Her Home Boughton, ¥ifflin 1957 
Chase, Stuart & Your Money's forth MacMilien Ca, 1927 
Seblink (lose 
Kallet & Sehlink (100,900, OOO Guinea Pigs Vanguard Frese Tac, 
Watthews, Je Be Guinea Pigs Ho More Conewuwer's Research 


| Tne» 1288 
Hatthess & Shail- Fartaere in Pluacer he x EEO cs. 
éroes (1955 
Erindse Bow to Soemi Roney VYaenguera Prese Ine 
Boyce & Rosender fhe Buyers Soedel Economic {19387 
| Mea theme tics lnor Publishing Ce. 
Bennett if ore for your Money Chemical mee 
. ee x) 
Friend a Sernings & Spending the Apoleton-Century Go, 
Femiiy Inceme 1955, 
Cramp Roetrume,yueckery & american Wediceal | 
 Peeude Redicine beset, Vol,o 
Lemb, B.D. éuorican Chamber of Horrors Farrer & Kinebert, 
baxter & Latake Modern Cisthing Lippincott-1938, 2956 
ephreim — Take Care of Yourself . Simon & Schuster 1987, 
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(ec) Recommended Bulletine & Pamphlets. 
EE | NOTES SRT TTD iss scicicidhaneiditearieassiousichonddbieianssa meet cauataee 


Gonsumer Buying American Home Loonomice Ageoet, 25 conte, 
Washington, D.C. 
Consumer Purchasing 1 cont 
Leelletes ’ * " In jets of 26 per Copy. 
Consumers Shopp 
Guide Kducation Division, Sears Roebuck 
& Go. Chieege $1.00, 
How to Buy In- 
teliigently WMerebeail Field & Cc. Chicago Free, 
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Beauty at Cost 0.5. Food & Drug Administration, 


Dest. of Agriculture, 1963 Free 
Cosmetics, Nestrums & ; 
Bliied Preparationg Americen Medical Association, 15 cents. 
Chicago 


Journal of Home 

Eeonomice (Published monthly, except July & August) 
americen Bouse Economics Assce., 
Cincinnati Better Business 


Senemec that Skin | 
: Buresu, 715 Chember of Commerce Bldg. 
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Ti ie ackwowledged thet the sugvested biblicerephy for 
tne above and in Appendix A is intomplete ami imedecuste, Meny of 
the volumes suggested sre out-of-date, end in other cases it is 
probable that better references might have been chosen. In select- 
ing these booke, ve bas reatricted ourselves to texts with waich 
we were personelly femiliar, or texts strongly recommended by 
authors whose philosophies] epproach to the subject sae very 
similer te our own. 

If a course were to be developed in econwice elong the 


lines suggested by thie thesie, then the matter of bibliography 
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57. 
study would be one of paramount importance, and showld oceupy 
the attention of a special committee for some little time, 

With respect to the suggested second year courne 
(Appendix A) a dearth of reference booke gubich deal with the 
subject from the inductive approach, It would appear reasonable 
thet a suitable text might be developed « thie course in 
A lberta, 
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The integration of an individual refers to his 
continuous, intelligent, interactive adjustment to his environ~ 
ment, The individual possesses many sides: economic, esthetic, 
physical, religious. He is constantly in « process of inter- 
acting with thie environment, Changes, within or without the 
individual, may disturb hia ability to adjust hinse]f or make 
the recognised reactions to stereotpye atimuli; shen this con- 
dition exists, we say that en individual is maladjusted. fe 
commonly speak of behavior in education, to moan the efforts of 
the individual towerds aijustwent. Education must provide a 
synthesie of the varioun cides of the individuala personelity, 
becuuve religion, economies, femily end other interests must be 
woven into coms sort of @ “whole", before the individual eon 
attiemet to develop some real chilogoghy ef Life, Thies oreblem 
ia integration in life mist elways be one of the Pundamentel 
probleme in education, Ii ie open to grave anc conpidersd doubt 
68 to whether under our present system any reel effort is made 
towerd satisfactory integration, | 

Even under the limits imposed by our present curriculum 
it would apveer petent that integration im a thoughtful, planned 
gense is not being attempted by the bulk of our teecheres, This 
de not the fault of «ll the teachers. For example, theve could 


id be much ¢o-relation ami integrsticn between methe~- 


matics end science, It wee unanimously agreed by © group of 


teachers ef eenlor science ené mathematics et & recent aon- 
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vention in Calgary, thet very little had been accompliched in 
thie particular case, It is much the same with the other sub- 
jects. ech is teught ag if thet particuler subject occupied a 
peculiar slot of ite own in the whedent%s experlence, 

| ie must agree that obtaining the truth concerning one's 
environment is a difficult thing to accomplish, alter ane, 
in bis "Public Opinion” says, "There is a world cuteiie of every 
individual, end the individuel base « picture in his head about 
that world, Both time and space interfere, There is a Lack of 
epportunity for direct contact; we spend very littio time Youding 
or listening to escounts about these 'pictureat. Cengecrabip 
exigts, end the individual bulide up eterestpyes in defence, 
Bling spote exist im these stereotpyes, The publie dowgn't dis- 
tinguish beteeen truth and neve. People's interests centre lergely 
in thomecives, their femily, taeir ignadinte contacts, and as the 
Girele widens, the interest wanes, just ae light diffuses from 
the source, and becomes lese intense. The further we get ten 
the source, the wore difficult it is te get the truth." The besic 
fanetion of intelligent integration is to help bridge the gap 
beteeen the individual ana nie dxvinemmenki This edjuctment or 
the lack of it, affects hie personality and hie cherseter., %o 
eduestion must aid im this adjusting by making the echool « reel 
enviroment, not « "make-believe" one, 


(1) Walter Lippmen..."*Public Opinien"”..Chepter IT, 
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Some individuals under much the seme stimuli aeke very 
different adjustments to their environment, A theory of our own 
is that personalities tend to be etrong, weak cr neutrel, due to 
mative physiological and hereditary factors, For every type of 
personality there is an environment thot is "ideal" or en en- 
vironment where 1% can attain ite weximum complement of havviners 
and satisfaction, No matter where the etrong perronality is born, 
be will, barring influences bayona hie own control, force his way 
inte ex environment on nearly proximate te his "ideal" ew peerible, 


The week imcividusl, if born in en ices] environment, mey flourish 


and be heppy, emi go through life, without kaowing thet he le week, 
but if the weak personsilty is born in en uneatisfsetory enviren- 
went, we beve a serious sociel maladjustment, for he will net 
possese the strength of character to force ble way out, Apathy 

et the whole matter is "beyend* 


aete in, enc be passively aavunes 6 
bis own control", Social workers sey, "If only the people im the 


alums would get dissatisfied 


*, Ghe growp with the novtrel per- 


sonsilties offer e great challenge to education, because they sre 


the 


biggest group snd they probably can respond best to help-— 
ehotoscr taeat help comes from education, oy from fricnis or from the 


church, They pozsese potentially moderately strong or weak per- 


snelities, and whether they sove to the right or left mey hinge 
en very fine influences, 

So we must agree that the whole bree: question of in- 

tegretion, and the question of adjusting the indivicuals pereon- 


ality to environsentel fectore ie extremely complex, However, we 
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feel that the study of economics can be hibeevanen and co-~related 
with the following subjects; 
(a) Social Studies: 

any histerical approach to the proposed formal economic 
work for the second year wos consciously omitted im Appendix A, 
However, it is felt that much could be eceompliched by integration 
with competent Soclel Studies texts, History books from the 
e¢onowic angle ere very necessary, Too frequently, our Llatery 
beoks heave concerned themevives with tke broud politicsl acte of 
histery without any attempt to amalyse the economic trends and 
motives behind the chenges, How dia the mewe of the people Live? 
thst sort of houses did they live in? “het «kinds of food did they 
eet? Uhet type of clothing aid they wear? In our formal bistory 
booke, we have concerned ourgeives too wuech with the forms of 
government, anc concernea ourselves too Little with the people 
themselves, 

Glasgical sconomies developed aegproximately with idem 
Smith, Yet any discussion of the theories of Adam Geith, without 
aoge knowledge of contemporary gocial histery would be meeningleas 
end uselesa. the steam engine, the invention of textile machinery, 
the industriel revolution, the oericen enc French Pevolutions, the 
Refors Bllle of Emgland leeding te the rise im sovereignty ef the 
bourgeeise cleas, improvement in treneportetion emi communicetione, 
all theee things tie into beth economic bistery anc social living. 
Beonemics and Gistery must walk kend in pend, for they are so 
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62. 
interwoven in real life that they are indistinguishadle, yet in 
our schools and universities, we plece them very carefully into 
their own slots, 

(b) Paychology: 

Paychology attempts to tell ua why we do the things we 
do, Are we selfish? So we work best for ourselver, or for the 
other person? Is self-interest the primary economie drive? Can 
we learn to work Go-operatively? 

Stephen Leecock mene ee can work, in the long run, 
and a6 4 system, only for themselves, Thin truth seems axiomatic; 
yet because it seeme to give e low view of human neture, kind- 
hearted yeople have tried to deny it, end one-eyed people have 
tried te look the other way. The great fact of individuel self- 


interest rewsings, not ss idem Seith thought, ee the saving 


principle of society, ik as the sole and only permanent motive of 
humen vork", “iveryman", wrote Milead as 1626, "desires to ob- 
tain additions] wealth with ae little sacrifice as possible", 

Tae whois basis ef the socialistic philesophy which ia 
noe receiving #0 Such attention in the worli is beesd on the ides 
that co-opersiive effort ie not impossible, All of our christian 


pailesephies would teech thet unselfishness ami social responsi- 


bility ave not only possibile, bul inevitable, 
L. dien Journal of Eeonomice.& Folitical Sclence, 


(1) Can 
. | Way Lees. 
(2) Senior..,"Outline of Political fconomy". 
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Sc we have two divergent philosophies todey, One, which 
weinteins that we must have private enterprise, private property, 
freedom of contract; the other, which believes in co-operative 
effort, sccisl ownership, end imereesed government ectivity ond 
direction, thich of the two views, 1@ correct? Can we have a 
practical mixture of the two? Perhaps payehology vill have some~ 
thing te sey about all this, IY we spent ac wuch money on adu- 
cation ae we spend in liquer, tae resuurch expense of such necessary 
integration would not be outside the realms of practical pousabaiity,s 
seeording to "Sac altar, at a regent convention, the people ef 
Alberta spent about 96,00 per eapitd‘én education, and about $100.00 
per ¢cspite on liguor, If we egend our money on what we think is 
impertent, it should be self-evident that educeution rates fairly 
lew om the scale of just what the average indivicusl thinks is 
yeally important, 

Agcording to hey end i i ee will ¢Go-operate 
with otherss 1 
(i) When there ie w discrepency between bie level of achievement 
amc hie level of espiration, 

(2) When he feels that he cam participate, i.e, wben bis particulier 
exill is of euch a nature that he feels « reasonable chence of 
guccess by cowopereting. | 


(3) @hen hie *knowledgs of. the goal" «hich he sacks indicates that 


it ean be reached by striving with others, 


# 
“{8) Hadipteboab, «« “Competition & Co-operation. 
(A) Adu ifs ~ (over a1) 
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(4) Bmotionally be is gregarious, and predisposed to cosoperation, 
For ¢xesple,meny anthro ologistes olaim that in the esrliest times 
that man wes co-operative and pesceful, until he learned to be 
otherwise, 

There could be strong ¢o-relation and integration of 
economics with psychology. 
(c) Mathemetions 

There should be a direct relationship here, This vould 
be particularly true of the study of graphs, etatisticel tables 
and the concept of “rates of change®, Mathematica suffers in its 
formel treatment because cf a dearth of practical oroblems, We 
have calculated the sarees of enough fields, deterwimed the eubies] 
contente of encugh boxes, and found for eurficlent eccurecy the 
nusber of 6 cent pleces possexsed by A, B, @ OC. But on kept 
anough records of purchases in stores, heve we written enough 
eeckas kept budget accounts of spending, or have we attempted 
om ugh elementary statistical work? The concept of "rates of 
change" seeme to offer peculiar difficulties in mathematics, The 
telasticity! of the Demand curve can be an excellent exdaple of 
thie type of problem, There would appesr to be st least two basic 
aptitudes in aathomatios: Firet, a wanipulative exill in working 
with numbers and quentity relations, where the student works the 
problem with paper and pencil or mentally; en) second, en ebliity 
to appreciate, visually end mentally, epetiel reletionshipse, The 
‘yate of change’ concept offera « treining in s combination of 
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these two aptituder, 

Graphs can be used to good advantage in economics, and 
&s suggested above, some students possess more aptitude then others 
in visually understanding quantity reletionshipa, However, treining 
and practice can be of asristance here, and e wide variety of 
economic graphs could be used te good adventege in wathematice, Not 


all statistical economic material lends itself to graphs, ami we 


find data frequently stated in the followlng form; 


100. 

The average pergon normally eschees stetiztice, TEnone- 
mide cannot avold statistics, emi ag a seclense hes suffered from wi 
Lack of accurote ond worthwhile atetistice ana facts, No one, 
except the individual with « penchant lor factual mnowledge bothera 


to spend much time with the Canads Yesr Book, fev of us read the 


finencial statements of our benks end [inencial bouses; toe faw of 
ws read the finencial reports of cur town end eity government. In 
feet, we look wskance et the vate peyer who consistently questions 
the details of the mill rate. The entice of 'Lil Abaer'cr Blondie 
secupy far gore of the reading time of the average pereon then sort 


would ¢ere to admit, je mey call it lack of social responsibility, 
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86. 
and we may view the low voting percentage of certein parts of our 
democracies with grave siagivings, but the facts still exist, It 
is pot a simple problem. jie wey have erred in Patre echool mathe- 
matics by not @ieluding more clementary stetistical study, The 
obvicus thing Se that people wil ~~ appreciate etatiotics as 
such, unless the fects have some relationship to thwir every day 
Living. In addition, we find sumeroue examples of elomentery ,— 
statistics which are meade need lesaly Complex, Ae Leacock pa 
®It is tie wrong epproach to the teaching of economics to make it 
entirely a technical subject, to cemouf lage ite simplest ideas 
in ‘make-believe’ eligebraic formulas. It ie wade dull by ovwer~ 
whelming 1t wits ell the difficulty ami aridity of a physicel 
acience, The pPofesscre kiil the flowers, end wonder that the 
root dies with them®, while shave ie more than a grvin of truth 
bere,yet we cannot avold ptetdetias. Whet is the enewer? He 
must chocee our statistics carefully to insure that the facte nave 
life, and secondly, we must attempt to set the fsets down ae simply 
and coherently au is husanly possible. it thie ie done, mathe~- 


‘gatics and economics cam be puch help toe eeeh other, 


In their efforts to get their money's worth, concumers 
spaounter many difficult obstacles, The problem of determining the 
ee ef @ metorial, ami the problem of compseretive qualities, 
ie « difficult ome for the average consucer to solve. The re- 
laticonships between price and quslity are complex, for often the 
lowect priced article is not ‘bargain’ nor is the highest priced 
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article always the best. Lack of standardization and leck of 
edequete facts, worthlees guerantees, excessive merk-up in price, 
all are factors which make it difficult for the consumer to get 
his money's worth. 

The boy studying generel shop, ond the girl exposed te 
home economics, have an opportunity to study wood, metel and 
fabric materials at first hand, Some beavis eon be leid for 
knowledge of comparative quality and the reletionahip of quality 
to price, With this as « background, the instructor in economics 
sould develop a very practical lesson on the topic, “Deo you get 
vour seucy's worth?" 

(6) Generei: 

Aecording to Drs Bs Ke. Layoouk “every child must meke 
five sain acjusta@ents te life: "He must face the facts of physical 
chenges at puberty, win independence of his paxents both mentally 
and emotionally, icarn waat sex meang in his lifes, and adjust hig 
personel relations with the opposite sex, find ea job, and develop 
some adequate end workable philesophy of life’, It is Dr, Laycock" 


éplnion test the fawily envirenment and school ploy the moat in- 


portent pertse in helping him to sexe these sdjustaenta. Host 
failures, whether in marriege or in business, ere failures im per- 
sonality. Can the indivicuel scewpt reeponsibility? Cen he 
equarely fece his own limitetions? Can he contro] his emotions? 
Gan he compere the contradictions and inconsistencies that confront 
him at every turn so as to form @ workable philosophy of Life? 


(1) Camedian Digest, Sept. 1946. 


66, 
The school in ite generel tone, ite frank attitude toward social 
and economic problems, its scientific attitude toward problems in 
general, can do more for the individual then any formal course in 
peychology. le have not yet solved our integration problem; snd 
there is as yet no sign that the ssidbsenctie is in the offing, Nothing 
should be sacred as fer os the clesercom is concerned, We must 
tesch the student to solve his everyiay problems, Anything lees 
than this cannot be worthwhile. the great bulk of our people are 
im @ never-ending atruggle to secure gome measure of home and 
family happiness,end a struggle to secure 66 many gocde and services 
as is ceompatibie with the individual ani femily needs end desires, 
In general all integration must somebew be correlated with this 
inevitable economic atruggle, In general, all integration in the 
schcol must sewehow correlate iteelf basically with fundssental 


social and economic probleme. 
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SECTION 7 
SOME SUGGESTED TEACHING TECHNIQUES, AND 
4 WORD ON THE TEACHER OF XSCONOMICS. 
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69. 

There are two fundementel approaches to a philosophy 
of teaching: 6; 
(1) The Empirical & Expressive, where we have a conscious ewere- 
ness of the past, but agree to change or reconstruct our beliefs 
and habite in the light of changing mutusl relationships, We ley 
down hypotheses, which way or may not become laws, after constant 
teeting and constant modification by experience, We may keep a 
curetul record of thia experience, but we start with men and his 
relation to man, and with this o background or frame, we ettempt 
to develop interpolations, The word ‘inductive! is a pepuler 
term expreseing this method of reasoning, The importent thing 
to note in this method is that experiment on the hypothesia is 
bagzic, end the dialectic involved performs only an euxiliery 
function, There are no preconceived notions of fundementel or 
eterne] truths; laws or consistent sengations are only arrived st 
after tontinusl testing and experiment, We can speak of this ea 
the scientific method, 
(2) The Deductive approach, where the dialectic component is 
primary; where the besi¢c philosophy ie predetermined, There is 
much greater divergence from experience here, The future or 
‘dreem world® is ever just sround the corner, but it never seems 
to arrive, Precepts about buwen sociel eni economic reletionships 
are leid down, and the effort is made to force adjustment of our 
humen relationships te this "“idesl®, Ite pestuletes ere not 


(1) snkere..s.4 Philosophy of Education. 
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: 70. 
impartially observed & freely accepted, but arbitrarily eccepted 
end passionately imposed, The conclusions are foregone, The 
orthodox church here bee much in common with the toteliterien 
comounist and fascist systeme: the conewpt of heaven, the class~- 
less society, and the authoriterlan stete are never quite here in 
the present, but are ell expected to errive "on the next trein", 

In the strict sense the word ‘educstion' means e leading 
out of the powers and abilities and eptitudes of the individual, 
It doesn't mean"’indoctrination"® or treining, In an attempt to 
evaluate the better of the two above methods, the teecher must 
attempt to keep thie definition of education 1a mind, fe have 
stated carlier in this thesie that the two fumdiemental objectives 
for education were: (1) The development of e philosophy of life, 

(2) The development of the scientific method 
of thought, #6 want these brosd ebjectives to be kept in mind, 

fhe teecher wust decide on one of the above methods, 

The selentific attitude ie « freme of wind, Too many teachers 
agree with the letter of the lew in their Classroom procedure, 
but in ectual oractice de not attempt to apply it in the ‘eoirit! 
ef the law. ‘The theme of this thesis has been wrapped sround the 
necessity for the empirical experimentel method of social learning. 
fnie must stert with the teacher, They must become cleer in their 
minde ebout method, but it must mot be errived st arbitrerily, 
only after experiment ani testing. 

fe heve attempted te use the tere ‘method! in the 
traditional senses, Hethod is a system of procedure, such as 
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the inductive or deductive, the lecture method, or the question~ 
and answer method, The geners] pattern or plan determines the 
manner of selecting and organizing the particular eetivity, The 
teaching wethod determines the teaching procedure, We heave re- 
commended rather strongly the empiricel method for the teaching 
of economics, but the teacher must fumilierise himself with all 
methods, for there is a place for each method in some specific 
phase .f the course, But no method must become stereotpye,; it 
gust involve change to meet new and dynamic eituaetions, 

It is the besia of education to alter a preference whieh 
is bling and treditional date « thoughtful, intelligent cheice-- 
& choice made with some consciousness of the target aimed et, to- 
gether with reasons why it is preferred, This should not be in- 
dectrination; the ressens should depend upon the individuel 
philesopny of life, Ourlosity, reflection, examination and test- 
ing ere the tools of the espiricnl method, 

We heave stressed at en eurlier point the importence of 
first hend fectual information, but it will bear brief re-iter- 
ation here, in its relation to procedure, Tho teacher should 
eaghisise the ‘centre of interest! procedure, If we disregard the 
interests of the students, we lose the reots of education. It is 
difficult to obtein projects in shich a 'group centre of interest! 
cen be seinisined for all members of a particuler group, yet the 
teacher must weke the effort to tie-up « project with the in- 
dividual or group interest. Children are interested in their 
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72, 
homes; that is why in the proposed one-year course, that we have 


laid so much emphasis on consumer economics, In the proposed 
second-year course, the interest point in widened to the community, 
but as stated before examples and demonstretion fects must be close 
at band and possess reality for the student, Life is dynemic, 
There is always a danger thet the teacher will not keep hie fectusl 
material up-to-date, fe do mot mean that the teacher should fall 
into the error of constant over-emphasis of chance happenings, the 
importance of which te questionable, je must learn to look at 
facts, with ea background of their relative importance in mind, 
Students sre constantly bullding ‘attitudes’ during every 
class period: To the tescher, to the subject, to the echool, to 
other students, Out of these atiltudes grow interests, or the 
converse repulsions, ami from these two come many of the decisions 
the Gilldé sakes during school iife, end decisions which the edult 
waxes in bis poet~echooi life, The teachers! ettitudes sre ta- 
portant here in develoving or failing te develop student interert, 
@e are aware that geledjusted teachers cause waledjusted pupils, 
The tescher gust have 6 belenced and integrated cutlock end view- 
point, Thiea must come from an avarenese of the value of self- 
eriticien, end ep epprecietion of bis place in the co-cperative 
group; thet is, the teacher must eve himself in hie relationship 
te Bie social environment; otherwise criticism is blind and use- 
lese. Tne teaecher gust live hie community life te the full es « 


normel humen being. Thie ‘normal' community pertieipation is tee 
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75. 
frequently denied him by unintelligent social stendards, Let our 
women teachers marry, and perhaps we might find fewer "“neurotics® 
in charge of our children, hen we do not permit nogmel adjust- 
ment in our tescher-community relationship, bow can we expect any~ 
thing but a maladjusted teacher? We repeet agein, intelligent, 
self-criticiam together with an interested social outlook should 
be two of the teachers' most valuable tools, 

We "train" teachers, Those in charge of thie training ‘ 
heve ideas, procedurss and techniques whieh the novice ie forced to 
acquire, A year's treining, end the young teacher greoduates; this 
training ig tee short. Sueh ef our difficulty here is of course 
on the fineanciel side; the lew saleries, ami the comparatively 
sheltered life of the school attracts the retiring end the timid, 
Unless we raise our professional standards and treining, and give 
the teacher suitable financial reepmpense, we #111 not get the 
gost sulteble or intelligent members of our society in the teaching 
profession, Intelligent teachers feel tue futility of being — 
secielly ani financially restricted, of being uneble to discuss 
current social and economic issues in the classroom, There are 
fortunetely s few signe of chenge in the sir, The fight fer 
evcdemic freedom et the University of Texae ie sttrecting the 
sttention of the educational world, Ur. Rainey, diamiesed from 
bis post es president of the university by the Boerd of Regents, 
believed in the right of educetionel bodies te inquire inte ell 


fields, umcheeked by the sotiel cr political bias of eny croup, 
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4. 
Without this right, he felt thet a school loses its force as an 
educational institution, The Regents hed a plan te limit end 
restrict the teaching of certain subjects, end to get rid of 
certain professore and administrators in theese institutions of the 
stete, that had programmes thet did not coinelide with the economic 
ideas of certain monopolisats, corporation executives ani rich 
industrialists of the atate, It iv no secret thet the subject re- 
ferred to wes political economy, Dr. Raluey is running for 
Governor of the state. The results should be interesting, Unless 
echocle are protected from the control of speciel groups with | 
special exe to gring, ecademic freedom for the teacher or student 
is & share 6nd a déelugion, 

In conclusion, @ word on curriculus revision, end the 
teacher now instructing in economics, Fecliities for the revision 
of the curriculue must be set up end mainteined, We would recommend 
that # permanent sub-committee be set up, cone. sting of & nember 
of the university faculty es chairman, together with four members 
from the Bigh sachovl teaching group. 

With respect to the teacher, Teachers now handling 
eqonomice im our bigh gehecle tack professional training in the 
eubject. this they edmit themeslwes, The besie of teaching must 
be professionel anowledge; surely we must have thet, fie must 
inciet thet our teechers have made edequete study in the field in 
which they ere attempting to instruct. Facilities must also exist 
for ea maintenence of up-to-date professional knowledge. Con- 


ference groups and summer school instruction coulc be used fer 
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this purpose, to maintain a high type of professional interest 
and efficiency, Meny teachers oppose extre training, but it is 
an inevitable and neceseary corollary to effective teaching, Per- 
bape when salories are in line with treining, thie will not be such 
a barrier as heretofore, | 

This thesis then, constitutes and embodies the reacons 
why we feel that the teaching of formel economics should be ex- 


tended in the secondary schools of Alberta. 
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Hote. A Seeond--year course is edded in @ special appendix 
for two principal reesona, If the study of iconomics is to be 
a Qne-year Course, we @ére anxious to emphasise the consumer 
aspect ol economics, For this reason, the one-year course hes 
been bigh-lighted. In addition, we were not too impressed with 
eur secondyeaer outline, as we felt thet a more exhaustive re- 
aearch was necessary in ordex te bring it to anything like final 
forme : 

the esppendix, them, is only « provisional outline for 
a@ second-yesr course, It is the writer's considered hope that 
Egonomies will ultisately be a two-year com,ulsory subject in the 
high echoole of Alberts. 
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I. WHAT FORMAL RCONOMICS SHOULD BE PRESENTED IN A SBCOND- 


Some attempt will be made this year to develop information 
on formal theory, The approach to this, as in the one-year course, 
should be inductive, From an educstional point of view, some know- 
ledge of the history of Eeonomiec Thought would be waluable for a 
well rounded apprec_ation of current economic theory, However, if 
this were attempted in a second-year outline, it would beve to be 
done so broadly that the discussion would be meaningless to the 
average atudent, Any outline of what Smith, Biearde or Mill thought 
about Value, Rent, Cepitel or Wages would seem to be of little 
practical value te the student in view of bis environment, iven 
the body of modern economic thinking hae been cut down to the ab- 
solute minimum, in the formal references, we have reetricted the 
materiel toa (1) Production & Distribution, 

| (#) Estimating Net Revenue. 
(8) Supply. 
(4) Harketing. 
(8) Price & reference to Value. 
(6) Demand 
(7) Effect on Price of chenges in Supply & Dewend. 

Hew cen thie material be introduced 'inductively'? In 
eur prepesed outline we have confined our etudy to the production 
of whesi, The reesons for this ere « legion, bat the principel 


ene is that in Alberte, xe eve an agricultural people, One might 
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77. 
go even further end state that in Western Canada we are e one-crop 
division, ‘heat is the basis of ow production, The second main 
reason for the emphasis on wheat as the direct inductive reference 
is the fact that the references are close at hend, Alberta oe 
sees very few menufacturing industries, and these few industries 
ere pretty well confined to Calgary end Edmonton, Agriculture, on 
the other hand, is ubiquitous. fven the students living in our 
larger centres are very closely in contect with the various phases 
of agriculture; a trip of a few wiles brings them into direct con~ 
tect with wheat production, One need only mention the merketing 
function of the elevators, and the credit functions performed by 
the benks, to realize thet first class project material is close at 
heng both for rareal end urban students, On thie basis then, we 
suggest that the student be taken on an economic trip from the pro- 
duction of the whest te the finsl stage of consumption, 

How can thie material be used incuctively? Keferences to 
wheat production must be to a real farm and not # make~believe-one, 
To be accurate, reference must be made to the averege or usuel type 
ferm of the district, The meteris] is sterted at Production & 
Distribution; reference should be made at thie point to the question 
ef bumen wante end consumption, Thie will justify procuetion, On 
the metter of inductive procedures, it may be open to question as 
te whether the more logics] procedure is from production te demand, 
er from demand to production. The Ziret would appear to give us the 


mere logiesl end orderly procedure, and in view of the emphasis in 
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78, 
the one-year course on wents and consumption in general » it 
should not be difficult to make our proposed outline start at 
production, 

Included es part of Production & Distribution, sare the 
obvious divisions of Kent, Weges, Interest ami Prefit, Credit, 

SB provided by the banks, end trengpurtetion is also included under 
Capitel, The wheat farmer is producing for e profit, so following } 
Procuction & Distribution, net Hevenue is discussed, with particuler 
esphaaig on costs, end particularly on the difference between 
agriculture! costs and the coste of ordinary manufacturing in- 
dustries. 

Following Net Revenue is the product produced or the 
Supply of wheet. Price, while discussed later, is mentioned here, 
wite raapest to the response in wheat preduetion te Price, 

{be supply of wheat must be marketed, so Marketing 
follows. The question of the value of centrellized merketing is 
referred to, Following Marketing is the generez1 question of Price, 
In view of the fact thet farmers in Western Censde gel] on the | 
world market, it would appesr logical te discuss the fectore affect~ 
ing the world wheat price, The economic concept of Value can con- 
veniently be introduced here, | : 

Then Denand for whest is diseussed; the concept of 
'glasticity' is cutlined, Then followe a graphicel proof of the 
effect om price of chenges im Supply & Demand, The competitive | 


conditions found in wheat growing make this a veluable preof, 
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73. 
Laetily in the formal inductive treatment, we return for 


® final discussion on farm income, imphesis is laid on the causes 
of irregularity of farm income, and the effect of changing prices 
on the ‘real’ income of the farmer, Thie is a good place to deal | 
more fully with the idea of Parity Prices, With this, the seétion 
&8 @pplied to the production of wheat, ends, 
TIESELTTELELITI TELE TT LETT TTT eT 
In the proposed programme for a second-year course has 

been included a suggested outline for the focio-Heonomic Organization 
of Society. Some justification ie necessary for ite inclusion, 
bite the current trends toward internationeliagm, and in view of 
the problems associated with the U. Ny, it would seem adviseble 
that some reference to the interdependence of the family, the 
businese enterpriee, the country snd the world could be of value, 

| There will be little quarrel with the inclusion of the 
imdivicusi es a member of « femily, or as a member of a business 
enterprise, but it way be felt thet in reising the ortho of 
capitalism, socialism and communiaw, end in referring to the U. Be, — 
that too muck ground is being covered. There may be « feeling thet 3 
we are felling inte the criticiex offered the current high school 
trestwent, namely, thet we are attempting ‘much tee much’. For 
tiis reason it might be best to make this perticuler seotion 
'optionsl' and leave ite treatment to the discretion of the in- 
‘dividuel cless. 
Its trestment merite consideration, The prisary function 


ef any economic order, whether capitalistic, socialistic or 
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| 80. 
Gommunistic, is to produce goods or national income and to dis- 
tribute these goode or income to the individuals comprising that 
particular economic order. Under some types of orders, 'Leieses- 
feire' capitalism for example, the system of government orgeniszation 
provides for « minimum of centrel control and plenning, Under some 
others, such as communism, « weximum amount of central control and 
plenning is exercized, te find eontradictory ideological lines being 
rether sharply drawn by many writers, The truth is, thet it is 
impossible te find on exemple of pure cepiteliem or pure communiaa, 
or pure socialism, CGapitealiem is gradually accepting mony of the 
precepts commonly agsociated with secialiam; and practien1 social- 
iets realise thet the 'sconomic man! of Adem Swith is not becoming 
& subject of enthropologicel regeerch. Further, we newer hed, nor 
are we likely to have, controlled experiments showing the relative 
efficiency of either system. it may be possible thet we lay too 
@uck strepgs on the 'form? ane orgenizetion of the partieular social 
order, ani too little stress on the humen resources, bhumen hepoinema, 
neturel resources aad technological improvement of the group ae & 
whole, This sas suggested esrlier in the thesis, Yet it seems 
difficult te eveid comparisons of systems. fle cennot get awey from 
communion by edepting the ostrich technicue, %e must judge 
communiem on its merite. Communism, or other artificially Ccon~ 
trolled economic orders may reduce economic waste, and give edded 
etconomic security, oes their system meen economic progress? Is 
one BER, er @ group of mem competent or farsighted enough to be in 


power indefinitely, without tie group possescing the power te 
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8l, 
remove them by free ballot? 

To many, life under a toteliterian ayetem would be in- 
tolerable; surely our history cen give examples of how meny heave 
rebelled both individually end in groups, egainst a dogmatic, 
totalitarian centrel authority. Yet economic trends both in this 
Continent and kurope appear to indieste approaching crises in our 
social-economic thinking. If so, then it would appear to be 
secially end economically desirable thet individuals in our 
socisty have access to truth and education, as well as contact 
with prejudice, self-interest and propageande, People are stert- 
ing to demand economic security, How to sttein thie and etill 
retain some meesure of personal pride end initiative must be our 
aoclo~economic goal, To evaluate trends intelligently, we muet 
be in possession of some facts, emd in addition have the opportunity 
of free discussion and criticiam of these facta, A tolerable, if 
not & conclusive start could be sede in our secondary echools, 
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(a) LAND: 


raw paterials and supplies. ent end the capitelis- 


to Demand) 


(1) The Four ‘nctors of Production: 


ation of rent. 


(b) 
(e) 
(1) 


(2) 


(5) 


(4) 


LABOHs Hired men, threshers, cesal labor, 

CAPITAL: Including Banking & Traneportetion. 

Neture of Money aud Function to Farmer 

(a) Medium of exchange. Liquid asset 

(ob) easure of value 

(¢) Standard of deferred paysente 

Value of Bank to the Hnest Fermer 

(a) Depesit for hie money 

(>) Fars loans and credit. Promissory note. 
why ous the farmer need credit? 

(3) Discounting notes. 

The Value ef Honey 

(a) Reference to Quantity Theory of Money 


(mb) The effect of chenges in the velue of money 
(e) Heal inceme snd reference to ‘parity prices? 


Traneportetion 
(a) Value to Sheat fermer. 


Including builaings; machinery; tools; 


Distribution 


Benking 


Credit 


Production & 
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(b) Coste of transportation in Western 
Canada 

(¢) Freblems in transportation end future of 
teasieportation. 

(d) ORGANIZATION: 
(1) by do some farmers make competitive profite 
ae Goutrasted with marginal producer? 

(a) Technical efficiency: native intelligence 
treditionsl leerning 
formal education 
practical experience, 

(One measure of superior ability is the 
ability to find new sources of orofit as 
eld ones disappesr) 

(b) Business efficiency: Better judge of 
merkets end shrewier judge of coming 
prices, Harder bergeiner or better judge 
of values, 

(¢) Exploitation end luck 

(2) Profit: Relation to uncertainty and risk. 
kelation to quantity produeed, the price received, 


the per unit cost of production, 


(1) Net Revenue equals Grose Revenue legs 
Preduction Coste 
(2) Freduction Coste include: 


{a} Feed & seed used on the farm 


Traneportetion 


Orgenisation 


Profit 
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84. 
(b) Operating expenses; Labor, fuel, oil, 
taxes 

(@) Repsire and depreciation 

(4) Sufficient earnings for the farmer. 
(3) Note that labor costs are ‘lumpy', It is either 
production with these iat or mo production. 
(4) Gross Revenue is effected bys 

(a) Choice of product 

(b}) Price of product 

(e) (Quality of product 

{4} Methods of production 

{@) Orgeniezing abliity of farmer. 
(8) agricultural costes in contract to costs in other Cost 
industries and the problem of computing ferm coste. Accounting, 
Section &. 
(1) befinition; Tse quantities of sheet thet farmers 


in general can, ani are willing te aupoly at verious Supply 
prices offered, at a given time end place, 
(2) Feetors affecting «illingness to sell: 
(a) Nature of commodity (Storege) | £ 
(ob) Anticipated prices 
{a} HBecesesity for cesh 
id} Alternative sarkets 
{e) Differences in judgment end information 
about the sarket. 


(3) Production response to price in wheat pro- 
duction 
(a) Comparison with other types of production 
(b) Lack of tendency to contrection with low 
prices, end real tendency to expension with 
high prices. 
(4) Influences of technological changes and their 
dafluesce on production and supply. 
(1) Distences involved great, go much time would be 


wasted if buyers dealt directiy with formers and vice 
versa. 
(2) Market. Aree within which « given set of 
price making forces operate, “Price discovery". 
Reference to Deolers' wargins. The functicn of the 
middlemen, The vwerious steps in marketing, and the 
corte of these various steps. 
($) Hedging and Storage. Reference to the 
necessity for marketing to be financed . 
(4) Centralised Merketing Machinery for eccumulation 
and disposal of wheet. 

(ea) Beet if based on current revenues. 

(b) Hecessity for regulerizing expenditure. 

(e} Grop insurance. 

(dj) Aseistence in crop failure. 
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86. 
Section §. | PRIGE OF W 
(1) Where competition ie free, price is principally 
affeeted by interacting of Supply & Demand. Not Iron 
Law, but simply 2 sets of & different kinds of price~ Price 
making forees (Analogy: Heredity & tnvironment or 
the 2 blades of a scissors) 
(2) ‘Price Diecovery' on speculative future exe - 
changes. Price is sensitive to changes in peychology Winnipeg 
of traders, and the generel economic concitions. grain 
(8) Price of wheet tends to follow prices of other exchenge 
greine over a period ef time, because of competition 
for use of cropland, 
(4) Factors effecting world wheat prices: 
(a) World production (Supply) ~--paerticulerly Herld 
in exporting countries. | prices 
(b) World whest carry-over (pert of Supply) 
(¢) Gheanges in purchesing power and hebite of 
wheat consuming nations (Dewend) 
(d) Chenges in the restrictions of interns tional 
| trace in wheat--tariffs end embargoes. 
(Kote Germany, Italy, eni Frence in 30's) 
(e) orld production in email grain sub- 
etitutes—-particulerly rye. 


(f) Harvesting at different times in the world-- Utility & 


Soarei ty. 
‘the enticipation of Supply. 


(6) Reference te Value of Gheat 
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Section 6. 
(1) Definition: Demand for uheat means the emount 


of wheat that would be purchased by dealers and 

consumers, under specified conditions of time, 

plece and price. 

(Note; Heke clear the distinction between Demand 
and consumption) 

(2) Elasticity of Demand; 

(a) The relation between price and quentity; 
unit elasticity; elesticity of less than 
unity; ¢lasticity greater than unity; 
elasticity of wheat demand, 

(3) Fectors effecting clesticity; 

{2} Desires 

(bo) Purchesing power 

(e) Diminishing utility 

(a) Aévellability of substitutes 

(@} luxuries end necessities. 

(4) "“Demena" for wheset: Modern trends; further 
references to margins] utility and sacercity; 
sevelepment of the idea of value, 

(6) Reference to consumption: Material used in 


the one-year course ghould be valuable material here, 


87. 
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(2) Increase in Supply 

(5) Increased Demend end increased Supply Effect on price 

(4) Increased Demand and decreased Supply of changes in 
supply and de- 
mand wler com 
petitive con- 


ditions, 


Section &. FARM INCOME 
(1) Gauses of irregularity of farm income. Income 
(a) Unplenned irregulerity of Supply—— irregularities 
the physical factors. 
(b) Shifte in demand. 
(¢) Supply prices of agents ef production 
end the intensity of epplication. 


(4) Technologice] developments. 


(2) affect of chenging prices on farm income 
{8} Parity prices and cost of living index Perity prices 
Note; Other egricultural industries could be 

selected instesd of sheat, and treated 

gieiiarly. For exemple type outlines for 

Usiry and the eat induetries could be 


drewn up fer lo¢elities suitably ioceted. 
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89. 


DIVISION 2. (OPTIONAL) 


The Individual; 


(a) 


(b) 


(2) 
(2) 


(3) 


Diversity among fomily groups 

the family life cycle end its relation to income end 
expense. 

iow does the modern family unit differ from the 19th 
century family unit? 

The falling birth rate-~the sociel ani economic im- 
plications. 

#agés anc living stenderds 

Government ald. | 

member of @ Business Enterprise: 

Todividual 

Partnership 

Corporation 

The Co-operative Idea-~-Baslia Rochdale orincipless 
Exazgles, References to Scandinavien countries. 
Gongumer's end producer's co-operativee., Credit Unions 
and legal exemples of credit unions. Analysis on besie 
of Rocbdele principles. Gheuld Co-operatives be taxed? 
bomber of « Community 


fne Form apd Function ef Lecel Government: (1) Rural 
(2) Villege 
(5) Town 


b 
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(4) Ag 2 womber of a Country 
Semi-controlled capitealiom: Canada 

The United States 
(1) Democrecy:- 


Secielist-labor: New Zerland 
Great Britain 


In this section, ws must emphasize the economic probleme 
of Canada, fe beve outlined in an earlier section some of these 


problems, bit we must re-iterate their importance at thie point. 


Germeny 
Faseiam:- 
ltaly 
(2) Dietetership:- 
Conmunism:-Rusela 


(oe) Ag a Yorid Citizen: 
(1} Trends in Internetionalisn 


(2) Current sorld economic end secial problems 
(3) WeN.: a oriticel snalysis. 
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III. Sous suGGuSTED J 


(a) Have some members of the class, as a committee, trace the 
steges in the merketing of «heat from local delivery ta the loval 
gousumer of flowr, The various ‘stages’! of the marketing could 
be pleced tin rough' om & large well chart. “hen the project is 
completed, have it transferred to « final chert. Try to heve the 
work accurate and deteiled with respect to the cost cherges, A 


91. 
follow-up might be a circular graph showing just how the total 
warketing costs are allocated to each type of marketing function, 
(b) In September, start « record of thirty articles, one for each 
member of the class. This list wight contain two-thirds necessities 
(Particularly ferm products) and the balance moderately priced 
luxuries, Have each member of the class keep a record of several 
families! expenditures on the particuler article he is checking, 
the record of chenging prices, the feetors affecting supply and 
demand, The results could be kept on s Lerge well chert, While 
no reference would be mede to individual femily expenditures, much 
valusble statistical material would result, There should be 
material here for use in reference to elasticity, the lewe of de- 
mand and supply, ema to « concept of value, 

(c) First hend survey of ferwing preduetion. A field trip, if 
well organised, coule be make very velueble, with the co-overetion 
of a farmer who is interested in education, This might be best 
during some phere of the ectusl wheat production, A follow-up 
might consiet of « visit of a well qualified fermer to the cless 
room, for a short talk on cheat production, followed by a question 
peried, | 

(@) émether fine type of field trip would be to visit a farm and 
te attempt « lend appraisal. A saretok outline of the Cepitelisation 
Method of lend epprseisel coula be followed by « visit to a fars, 
where the lacs, or a selected committee sight ettempt en eppreieel, 
here should be no difficulty in eliciting the co-operetion of « 


progressive farmer, 


rate ia 


mi 9 tie <n lan ne 


witha a ae | smbStive els & 4h ih I a. 


A 


Mh ee HO: 


92. 
(©) A number of Awericen schools heve hed good resulte by or- 
ganising model benka in their schools, The effectiveness will 
depend # greet dexl upon the sise of the school, Meny bankers 
Gleim that its the most obvious thinge whore mistakes ere made, 
it would require cereful orgeniaation, or the students would think 
it childish, 

In most cases, : discussion on the function of benking 
with relation to the wheat farmer, followed by a talk to the class 
hy the logs] benk manager, would be about the mest practicel 
project. is 
(f} It is recommended thet a second-year group project be on 
erecit unions, There ere many examples of credit unions in Alberta, 
ai 6o difficulty woulc be experienced in contacting credit croups 
im tke urban centres, Meny classes have developed credit unions in 
the sehool itself, 

(g) én elevator trip, followed, or preceded by a talk from the 
agent, could make @ suiteble project, imphesie here on hedging, 
enc tne prices paid for different quslities of wheet might be the 
begis of the project. | 

(hj Some pheves of locel government could meke suiteble project 
meterial, Tne precise applicetion would depend of couree on the 
particuler loceiity of the school, wiether rural, village,towm or 
urben. No reality can be given this tepic, unless 2 careful 


anslysis is made of local costes and social services. Hill retes 
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93. 
and assessments must receive attention. Much of the epathy of 
adults to community texation is due, not so much to lack of 
interest, es to the leck of knowledge of how to read statisticel 
reporte and returne,. 
(4) Wheat freight rates could be checked by « coumittee, This 
could be followed by a tolk from a reilway representative, who 
might come prepared to discugs in a broad way the matter of 
freight retes, end some of the probleme in transportation of wheat | 


during the peak marketing period in the fail of the year, 
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WV. Succest 
(a) For the Teacher: 
i ainsi MO co sndpiinsonetinniisans dR 
Benham Keonomice Pitean 
eIseac & Seith Introduction to Zeonomic Pitman 
Analiyaia 
eoGibbon The Grain Trade University of 
Toronte Press 
Thomsen Agriculturel Prices. 
Bladen fn introduction to 
Peliticel Leoonomy University of 
Toronto Prese — 
Stewart Stabilisation ef the Income 
of the Primary Producer, 
Luthringer, Chandler, 
Gline: Money, Credit & Finance Little, Brown 
& Co. 
boud &epiled Eeonomice Menual 


SH2 ee ee eet ee eee ate eee eneeeeeoresae 
ib) General Resding for the Clese: 
Copies of the above texte should be eveileble for 


selected reading. 


HeIsesc & Smith iseential Eeonomic Little, Brown 


Principles & Co. 
Steckton én introduction to Business Heath & Co, 
) Statietics 
Seott Canada Tedey Oxford Press 
Clark én Introducticn te Economie : 
Probleas MeMilien Co. 
Dodd Applied Leonomics 
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